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Kendrick La-
mar is making 
waves with his 
latest album, 
To Pimp a But-
terfl y, released 
on Monday, 
March 16. Th e 
27-year-old’s 
third studio album received uni-
versal acclaim from critics.
ARTS & STYLE 12
Lamar breaks record for 
fi rst-day listens (p. 13)
Extra-virgin ol-
ive oil, already 
known to have 
a plethora of 
health ben-
efi ts, has been 




oleoncanthol causes cancer cells 
to destroy themselves.  
SCIENCE & TECH 14
Extra-virgin olive oil can 
destroy cancer (p. 14)
Baruch Col-
lege’s baseball 
team is in dire 
straights as 
they have start-
ed their season 
with a paltry 
3-8 record. Th e 
Bearcats have 
a lot of work to 
do if they expect to fi nd them-
selves in the CUNYAC Champi-
onship once again. 
SPORTS 16
Bearcats fall as Baruch 
loses fourth straight (p. 16)
Students dis-
cuss the way 
anonymity on 
social media al-
lows users too 
much power, 
and thus they 
abuse their 
privileges by 
posting unfi ltered and uncen-
sored content. Th ese students are 
also protected from legal action 
because of their anonymity.
FEATURES 9
Anonymity causes misuse 
of social media (p. 10)
BY GABRIEL MARRERO
STAFF WRITER
In an attempt to try and off set 
what he considers to be “high-
risk behavior,” Assistant Vice 
President and Dean of Students 
Art King has proposed a num-
ber of changes to operations of 
Greek social clubs at Baruch 
College. Greek life has had both 
staff  and students struggling to 
fi nd an answer that is satisfac-
tory to all involved parties. 
A recent open forum hosted 
by King discussed the chang-
es that he felt were necessary 
for the continued existence of 
Greek life at Baruch.
 CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
Unopposed, Next in Lex starts campaigning
THE TICKER
Baruch USG hopefuls for 2015-16, Daniel Dornbaum and Nardine Salama canvass on the second fl oor lobby of the Newman 
Vertical Campus on Friday, March 20. Both Dornbaum and Salama currently serve in elected positions in USG.
BY NICOLE CLEMONS
EDITORINCHIEF
Next in Lex offi  cially launched 
its campaign late Th ursday, March 
19, as the only, and unopposed, 
party running in the elections for 
Baruch College’s Undergraduate 
Student Government for 2015-16. 
Anastasia Sourbis, currently 
the USG executive vice president, 
is running for president. Nardine 
Salama, current vice president of 
campus aff airs, is running for ex-
ecutive vice president. Isabel Zhao 
is running for treasurer and Vivian 
Lau, the current USG chair of mar-
keting, for executive secretary in 
the upcoming elections. 
Th eir platform, which boasts 
a New York City subway theme, is 
composed of three key points. ‘A’ 
stands for “advocate for all,” ‘B’ is 
“build bridges” and ‘C’ stands for 
“create connections.” 
“USG is a student government, 
so, in my opinion, the two things 
we really should do is support clubs 
and advocate for the student body,” 
said Sourbis. She believes that al-
though it is important for USG to 
hold certain events that other clubs 
cannot host, Next in Lex wants to 
focus more on what students want 
to see changed at the college.
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
USG elects Aragones to senate seat
BY MARY PAULINE POKORADI
NEWS EDITOR
Th e fi nal vacant seat at the 
Baruch College’s Undergradu-
ate Student Government’s senate 
table was fi lled by Pete Aragones 
on March 17. Prior to his involve-
ment with USG, Aragones, a soph-
omore, was a member of Paws, 
Fusion and WBMB, Baruch’s 
student-run radio station. At the 
radio, he served as a resident 
DJ, specializing in hip-hop and 
trap music.
USG President Connor Lev-
ens commended Aragones for his 
involvement, saying, “His entire 
portfolio of clubs and organiza-
tions that he’s worked with pair 
together in a very interesting 
way.”





results of the 
second and 
fi nal part of its 
stress test, also 
known as the 
Comprehen-
sive Capital Analysis and Review. 
All 31 U.S. banks tested passed.
BUSINESS 7
Major U.S. banks pass Fed’s 
stress test (p. 8)





For the cash-strapped college student, fi nding drinks at a reasonable 
price can be frustrating. Sean Proctor, an economics major at Macaulay 
Honors College at Baruch College, has built a mobile app that aggregates 
prices from Manhattan’s most-frequented watering holes to provide 
real-time price comparisons. 
Th e price disparities from one bar to another can range any-
where from $1 to $3, not a trivial amount on a night out or 21st birth-
day celebration. Proctor’s app, Price Per Pint, enables users to search 
for bars based on time increments, area, day of the week and types 
of drink, including beer, shots, wine and mixed drinks. Search re-
sults then appear on a customized Google Map featuring beer 
bottle-shaped icons. 
Th e red ones are “shouts” earmarking places that off er special daily 
deals not refl ected in the day-to-day pricing structure. Click on the bottle 
and a condensed drinks menu pops up with a price rundown on staples 
like the Fireball and Bud Light as well as cryptically named specials like 
the Other Half Superfun, which can be found at the Upright Brew House 
on Hudson Street. 
Although most bars now maintain an online presence, many do not 
publicize their prices, Proctor said. “[Price] is really a big factor in deci-
sion-making, and it should be. Th e most popular place around Baruch is 
the dollar slice and not because it makes the best pizza.”
 CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
It is good to see Th e Ticker’s 
front page displaying articles 
about crucial issues. In the 
March 16 issue, there were 
questions raised about the fu-





consumption by our students. 
It seems to me that the two go 
hand-in-hand, if not always at 
Baruch, certainly in the minds 
of most Americans. But I found 
myself wondering if the absence 
of any reference to the part our 
college’s faculty might play in 
addressing topics like these.
 CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
Faculty say in 




Economics major develops app 
to compare bar prices in the city
CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER
CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER
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In a new proposal from the 
legislature, fi lming patients re-
ceiving medical treatment with-
out consent would become a 
felony in New York state. Queens 
Democrat Ed Braunstein fi led 
the bill last month in response 
to an episode of “NY Med” on 
ABC that televised, without fam-
ily consent, Mark Chanko being 
treated for injuries briefl y before 
his death, forcing the family to 
relive the loss. Th e bill would 
allow fi lming for purposes like 
education or security but would 
give patients and their families 
the right to sue for damages.
_________________________ 
CUNY Private Prison Divest 
was recently created to respond 
to the high number of incarcer-
ated people of color in for-profi t 
prisons and address the issue 
of CUNY misusing taxpayer 
dollars. Documents reveal that 
CUNY invests thousands of dol-
lars into private prison compa-
nies, which house inmates in 
public or private jails, further 
upholding the prison indus-
trial complex. Th e money made 
from the investment is used to 
aid more student scholarships. 
According to Michael Arena, 
director for communications 
and marketing for CUNY, seven 
of 10 full-time students attend 
tuition-free. 
_________________________ 
Jewish students were ap-
palled to fi nd swastikas and hate 
graffi  ti on the campus of John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice. Th e 
fi rst sign was found in the men’s 
bathroom on May 2, and the sec-
ond one was discovered a week 
later. “We pride ourselves as be-
ing a community that celebrates 
diversity and values diff erences,” 
wrote Jeremy Travis, president 
of John Jay, in a letter to the 
campus community, claiming 
that the school was no place for 
such behavior and that offi  cials 
have met with New York Police 
Department Hate Crimes Unit. 
_________________________ 
Th e New York State Com-
mission for the Blind awarded 
$930,000 over fi ve years to pro-
vide a New York City Summer 
Transition Program for high 
school students who are legally 
blind. Visions and Queens Col-
lege will lead the program to 
help students to search for career 
interests and teach them inter-
view techniques and workplace 
etiquette. Th is program helps 
them to not only maximize their 
independence but also develop 
social skills and participate in 
recreational activities and career 
development courses, claims 
NYSCB Associate Commissioner 
Brian Daniels.
_________________________
With a growing number of 
skyscrapers in New York City, 
the New York Fire Department, 
Department of Buildings and 
City Planning Department are 
developing rules to construct 
emergency elevators, which 
would be able to evacuate peo-
ple in special circumstances. 
In the new 4 World Trade Cen-
ter, all service cars and certain 
passenger cars can be used for 
occupant evacuation. Studies 
on building evacuations have 
shown that stairwell evacua-
tions are less eff ective than el-
evator evacuations in skyscrap-
ers. Th is refutes the notion that 
elevators are deadly, as elevators 
are more likely to accommodate 
the needs of more occupants, 





N e w s  B r i e f s
CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT PAGE
“Fusion is in no way like WBMB, 
which is a great and probably very 
necessary expression, or opportu-
nity, that needs to be expressed at 
the table,” explained Levens.
Besides being active in club 
life, Aragones also plays for and 
coaches an intramural basket-
ball team and trains with ROTC 
at Fordham University. He stated 
that he would like to become “a 
voice for the unheard,” referring 
to studensts who feel discon-
nected from the college due to its 
commuter environment. 
“As a commuter, I understand 
the capacity and time restraints 
that my fellow students undertake 
in order to attend class, remain ac-
tive and social within the bounds 
of the campus, and function 
without turning into fl esh-eating 
human beings. While Starbucks 
and Th e Wall Street Journal are 
companions to many, I feel that 
many don’t really have a connec-
tion to the school. And that should 
not be the case because college 
is viewed as a transitional period 
between adulthood and the brink 
of teenage years; it should be 
pleasurable,” said Aragones.
Levens describes Aragones as 
“someone who is very external to 
USG,” since the new senator had 
not been involved with USG’s in-
ner workings up until his elec-
tion this past week. “I think that’s 
exactly what we need right now. I 
think we need someone who’s go-
ing to be able to off er some diff er-
ent values to the table, especially 
in a climate where, right now, 
there’s a lot of people that want to 
see some new things going on at 
USG,” said Levens.





Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s pro-
posal on education reform, which 
linked his ethics agenda with a 
substantial spending increase, if 
passed, has been rejected by the 
Democrat-controlled New York 
State Assembly, which, along with 
the Senate, has proff ered an edu-
cation proposal of its own. 
“Th e goal is to promote all 19 
million New Yorkers’ economic 
independence and future well-
being,” claimed Democratic As-
sembly Speaker Carl Heastie, who 
spoke at a news conference in the 
capitol, addressing the need to 
improve education. 
Cuomo’s proposal aimed 
to raise the number of charter 
schools in the state and would 
have allowed failing schools to 
be taken over by outside groups. 
Teachers opposed Cuomo’s plan 
because it proposed evaluating 
teachers based on standardized 
testing, making it harder for them 
to get tenure. 
Linking his fi ve-point ethi-
cal plan with education changes, 
Cuomo agreed to expand edu-
cation spending by $1.1 billion. 
Cuomo insists that the ethics plan 
is non-negotiable, but the As-
sembly failed to include anything 
about it in its budget proposal. 
Heastie claims that with time in 
voting for the budget, there will be 
detailed ethics reform. 
Meanwhile, the Senate’s pro-
posal will modify the governor’s 
ethics proposal. Cuomo has 
threatened to shut down the gov-
ernment if ends are not met on the 
fi ve-point ethics proposal.
Th e Assembly proposal out-
right rejects Cuomo’s plans, in-
stead focusing on improving 
underperforming schools by pro-
viding the fl exibility necessary to 
develop community-based needs. 
In order to make these improve-
ments, the Assembly requests aid 
over $8 million, as stated in the 
proposed bill.  
Th e Assembly, overall, wants 
to increase education spending 
$1.8 billion, more than Cuomo’s 
$1.1 billion proposed increase. 
Th e Assembly proposed to allo-
cate the additional spending for 
charter school cap and standard-
ized testing. Funding for univer-
sal pre-K would increase to $835 
million as well.
Th e Assembly also pushed for 
the “unique opportunity to edu-
cate members of the college com-
munity about this reprehensible 
conduct to better safeguard stu-
dents and ensure a safe and hos-
tility-free learning environment,” 
looking to address sexual assault 
in the education system.
Th e Senate’s proposal includes 
a $1.9-billion increase in edu-
cation spending along with the 
elimination of Gap Elimination 
Adjustment, which has reduced 
school district aid funding. In ad-
dition, it will double tuition tax 
credit to $800 and raise the al-
lowable deduction for students to 
$20,000. In the proposal, the Tu-
ition Assistance Program will ex-
pand to allow families making up 
to $100,000 a year to be supported 
by TAP services.
“Th is is a fi scally responsible 
budget that provides relief for 
hardworking taxpayers and once 
and for all abolishes the GEA, 
which has caused fi nancial harm 
to school districts across the 
state,” Republican Sen. Patrick 
Gallivan said in a press release. 
“It also wisely invests in rebuild-
ing of our roads and bridges, 
supports job creation by cuttings 
costs for small businesses and 
promotes New York’s agriculture 
industry.”
Greek life conundrum
CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT PAGE
During the meeting, a number 
of topics were brought up, rang-
ing from the need for a full-time 
Greek life advisor to a more de-
fi ned standard of excellence that 
Greek life would be held to. Th e 
most crucial part of the presenta-
tion, however, came in the wake of 
King’s announcement that Greek 
social clubs might be required to 
self-fund themselves and no lon-
ger be allowed to rely on student 
activity fees. In light of the recent 
developments, King clarifi ed his 
position on Greek life in an email 
interview with Th e Ticker. 
Th e issue of self-funding was a 
cause for concern for many Greek 
club members who were present 
at the forum. In his presentation, 
King cited Article 15 of the CUNY 
Bylaws, which reads: “No group, 
organization or student publica-
tion with a program against the re-
ligion, race, ethnic origin or identi-
fi cation or sex of a particular group 
… shall receive support from any 
fees collected by the college” to 
argue for the self-funding proposi-
tion for Greek social clubs. 
“By defi nition, a fraternity 
or sorority is not inclusive of all 
members of the communities 
in which they exist,” King main-
tained. While Baruch has devel-
oped a work-around to the article 
by permitting the existence of 
“Greek clubs” rather than organi-
zations, these clubs remain dis-
criminatory, “On paper, at least, 
these clubs claim to be accepting 
of all genders. To date, many of 
them remain segregated by gen-
der,” King said. 
Part of the $130,000 estimate 
covers liability insurance, which 
some student, felt unfairly por-
trays Greek life as high-risk. Nev-
ertheless, King believes that there 
is some truth to that statement and 
that a closer eye must be kept. Cit-
ing several cases of fraternities that 
have been thrust into the public 
spotlight after misconduct, King 
stated, “Since 2005, more than 60 
students have died in fraternity-
related incidents, according to 
Bloomberg Data. Baruch College 
is now part of the statistic.”
Th e dean feels that his proposal 
introduces appropriate measures 
that need to be taken in order to 
assure student safety. “My job as 
dean of students is to ensure that 
my staff  and I provide appropriate, 
mandatory anti-hazing, alcohol 
and sexual assault education for 
all fraternity members.” 
A prevalent complaint among 
those invested in the issue is that 
the time for deliberation has long 
since passed and action is needed. 
In response to a question on why 
there is no concrete plan to regu-
late Greek life, King answered, 
“Th e death of a student in this 
manner (or in any manner for that 
matter) cannot be taken lightly. 
Th is is an issue that does take some 
time and resources to get it ‘right’ 
so that no other student on our 
campus has to go through what 
occurred in December 2013,” re-
ferring to the hazing-related death 
of Chun Hsien “Michael” Deng.
King, nonetheless, acknowl-
edged the advice he has received 
from some Greek clubs regard-
ing the situation. “I am impressed 
with the work of some of the 
Greek clubs in putting together 
a collaborative proposal that will 
be considered during our deci-
sion making moving forward,” 
he said. 
A moratorium on pledging ac-
tivities is in eff ect until this sum-
mer, which King stated, “allows us 
to conduct all the data gathering 
necessary so that we make the ap-
propriate decision that is best for 
our students and our college.”
AGATA PONIATOWSKI | THE TICKER
Three candidates to the senate were encouraged to speak at length about their 
future plans at the Tuesday, March 17, meeting.
BY KSENIYA KOSMINA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Student Life celebrated Wom-
en’s History Month on March 13 
with a trip to Seneca Falls to the 
home of the fi rst women’s rights 
convention and the birthplace 
of the American women’s rights 
movement.
After a six-hour bus ride, upon 
arrival to the scenic area, Baruch 
College students were immersed 
in the history of women’s suf-
frage movement by visiting the 
National Women’s Hall of Fame.
Located in a historic bank 
building in the heart of the birth-
place of the American women’s 
rights movement, the hall hosts 
256 female inductees. As they 
read the inductees’ stories in large 
photo frames, students were in-
spired by the achievements of 
women who have changed his-
tory despite adversity brought 
on by limiting social conven-
tions. Several stories date as far 
back as 1840s, recounting how a 
few persistent women success-
fully managed to secure rights to 
inherited property.
Over lunch, students engaged 
in a discussion on women’s rights 
issues with Katherine Pence, chair 
of Baruch’s history department 
and director of women’s and gen-
der studies program. Pence pro-
vided historic details about the 
suff rage movement and events 
associated with the once radical 
Seneca Falls area. Th e area was 
the venue of the fi rst Women’s 
Rights Convention where at-
tendees signed the Declaration 
of Sentiments, a document call-
ing for the granting of greater civil 
liberties to women.
In addition to viewing nu-
merous artifacts displayed in the 
Women’s Rights National Histori-
cal Park Museum, students had 
the chance to “meet” Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, the primary orga-
nizer of the fi rst Women’s Rights 
Convention and an author of the 
Declaration of Sentiments.
A female actor embodying 
Stanton led an excursion through 
the museum, Wesleyan Chapel, 
where the fi rst Women’s Rights 
Convention took place, and the 
former Stanton House. Stanton 
was a prominent social activist, 
abolitionist and writer who advo-
cated women’s divorce, parental 
custody, property, employment 
and birth control rights along with 
her husband and other women’s 
rights supporters.
Before leaving, students visited 
the preserved Stanton house. As a 
farewell, the actor Stanton shared 
intriguing personal details about 
her life at Seneca Falls and later in 
New York City, where her children 
accepted the torch and continued 
to fi ght for women’s equality.
“It was very mind-opening. We 
do not allocate time for women’s 
history in my global history class, 
so I was glad to learn about lives 
of so many inspiring women,” 
shared Deanne DeCrescenzo, 
the associate director of new stu-
dent programs and leadership 
development. 
“As always, we wish that there 
was more time for students to ex-
plore and delve deeper into the 
topic at hand. I’m hopeful that 
the conversation about women’s 
rights continues back on-campus. 
Th ese immersive programs pro-
vide students with the opportu-
nity to really experience the sub-
ject fi rst-hand with fellow Baruch 
students, faculty and staff .”
Trip to Seneca Falls 
expands student minds
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“Stuff  like that, I defi nitely think, 
we should keep doing, but I think 
USG needs to focus a little bit more 
on advocating for students because 
we all notice things we don’t like at 
Baruch, and those are things USG 
should be focusing a little bit more 
on,” said Sourbis. 
“I told the whole team when 
I was fi rst running, I don’t think 
the reason why students here are 
not happy is because there’s not a 
Ferris wheel in the plaza everyday; 
that’s not why they’re unhappy. I 
think they’re not happy because 
registrar and bursar never talk to 
each other, public safety aren’t the 
nicest people to us sometimes. 
Stuff  like that. Th ose are the things 
that get us frustrated here, not stu-
dent life,” continued Sourbis. 
Th e team also plans to promote 
more resources and better services, 
or services that are not being pro-
vided for all students by working 
with diff erent departments in their 
“build bridges” concept. 
Th e “create connections” idea 
fosters access of information at 
Baruch. “Th at’s more of trying to 
advocate for more accessibility of 
information between the college, 
USG, the student body and clubs,” 
explained Sourbis. “So we’re com-
municating more, we’re more on 
the same page. I want the student 
body to be more aware of what’s 
happening with the college, and 
people should be more aware of 
what USG is doing and what’s 
going on here.”
Th is is the fi rst time in four years 
that a USG campaign has run un-
opposed. In the mandatory Candi-
date Workshop held on Th ursday, 
March 19, it was explained to the 
members of Next in Lex that since 
they are the only party, and if the 
recently revised USG Constitution 
receives the 1,400 student signa-
tures needed to ratify it, Next in Lex 
has the option of being voted into 
USG by the Student Election Re-
view Committee, meaning student 
elections would not be held. 
“She [Damali Smith, associate 
director of Student Life,] was saying 
we have the option between having 
SERC just vote us in and that’s it, or 
we can go on the ballot and still get 
votes. If we go on the ballot, techni-
cally, all we need is one vote for us 
to be the next USG,” said Sourbis.
Next in Lex, however, will go 
on the ballot. “I understand that 
maybe they [students] can’t choose 
between two diff erent teams, but 
to not give the student body the 
option to either vote or not vote—
that’s just not democratic to have 
a committee vote us in. Th at’s just 
not right,” continued Sourbis.
In 2011, Antonio Alfonso ran 
partially unopposed with Stand 
Up Baruch. Th ere were two candi-
dates for USG treasurer. “I can say I 
couldn’t have disliked running un-
opposed more than I did. To me, it 
was the worst piece of news to hear 
that after months of putting togeth-
er a formidable team and getting 
them ready for the campaign, it was 
all for naught,” said Alfonso.   
“In the end, though, I was out 
there everyday with my campaign 
shirt and poster, clipboard and fl y-
ers still campaigning. I always used 
to say we were running against 
‘doubt.’ Doubt from students and 
administration who might nev-
er see us as legitimate. Looking 
back, I don’t think that was 100 
percent correct. People did see 
us as legitimate, but at the time, 
I certainly felt that was the case,” 
added Alfonso. 
Christopher Catalano, USG 
president for 2012-13, also ran with 
Stand Up Baruch as vice president 
of academic aff airs. Catalano said 
that Alfonso’s statement of run-
ning against student doubt still 
resonates with him. “I think [run-
ning against student doubt] will 
always remain true for student 
governments that run unopposed. 
I haven’t been involved in the last 
couple of years of student govern-
ment, but in my time, students 
would always question, doubt 
and often resent their student 
government,” said Catalano. 
“So while I know absolutely 
nothing about the current team 
running, they’ve either put togeth-
er such a great team that the stu-
dent body has so much confi dence 
in them or not enough students 
care to be involved,” he added.
With four weeks before elec-
tions, the team plans to change the 
usual approach to how candidates 
campaign for USG elections. 
“Th e fi rst step in being USG is 
honestly campaigning. Th at is, in 
campaigning, besides it being a lit-
tle pain in the a--, it’s also how you 
fi rst get your name out there and 
how people start to see your face 
and they start to get what you’re 
kind of going for,” said Sourbis 
In the two weeks before spring 
break, the team members will do 
individual campaigning, attending 
events and speaking to students in 
classes about the Next in Lex plat-
form. After spring break, the team 
will be active on the second fl oor. 
“I think it makes a lot more sense 
when you’re on the second fl oor 
and you see that person from your 
class or from that event and you go 
up to them and you’re like ‘I had a 
really good time at that event. How 
are you? How’s your brother? Re-
member that thing I told you about 
that I was running for? It’s actually 
happening now. Do you mind go-
ing down stairs and vote for me?’ 
versus that random person you saw 
on the second fl oor four weeks ago 
and be like, ‘Hey can you vote for 
me now,’” explained Sourbis.
 While the Next in Lex party runs 
unopposed, Sourbis said the team 
would still put a lot of eff ort into 
campaigning. “At fi rst it sounds 
nice, it’s like the easy way out, it’s 
great but it’s not the right way to do 
it. It’s USG, nothing in USG is easy 
so why should we start USG the 
easy way out,” said Sourbis. 
USG elections will take place 
from Tuesday, April 21, to Th urs-
day, April 23.
Next in Lex launches unopposed campaign for 2015-2016 USG
CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER
Next in Lex members attended the mandatory workshop on Thursday, March 19, before launching the campaign later in the day.
CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT PAGE
Th ere seems to be a good deal of 
misunderstanding among fraterni-
ties and sororities, student govern-
ment and the college these days. It 
looks like our dean of students has 
been handed a diffi  cult job and left 
to solve the issues almost single-
handedly. Perhaps wider participa-
tion in the dialogue would help.
It is my sense from talks I have 
had with the college’s senior ad-
ministrators that our leadership 
is uncomfortable in dealing with 
matters like this. I am sure they 
would deny this, but that is the 
conclusion I am starting to draw. 
When I inquired about the role fac-
ulty might have played in address-
ing the aftermath of Chun Hsien 
Deng’s tragic death, I was told that 
it was none of the faculty’s concern. 
Th is troubles me, but it seems con-
sistent with larger developments in 
the college’s culture. 
Baruch faculty are coming to 
believe that their primary job, and 
in some cases their only job, is to 
do research and to publish it. Th e 
idea that as college professors we 
are educators as well as scholars is 
disappearing. Th is is unfortunate, 
misguided and counterproductive. 
If our faculty were asked to be-
come more engaged with issues like 
the oversight of Greek clubs and the 
potential for our students to abuse 
alcohol or drugs, and if they knew 
that the college would look upon 
increased faculty engagement with 
students as good, we might actually 
see a shift in the atmosphere on 
campus. I am not suggesting that 
we have miracle cures to off er; I am 
simply saying that asking us to pay 
attention and to get involved might 
pay dividends.
It often seems as if the prevailing 
attitude at Baruch is that anything 
to do with students and activities 
outside the classroom are solely 
the province of the student life and 
student services staff . Th is should 
not be. Th e quality of instruction 
in our classrooms, as well of the 
quality of life across the campus, 
would greatly improve if our faculty 
thought of themselves as—and act-
ed like—teachers. Some teachers 
would be moved to become bet-
ter teachers, students would learn 
more about how to conduct them-
selves from the role models around 
them, and we would all learn more 
about one another.
When my daughter went off  to 
college, I felt that I was entrusting 
her to an entire institution, not just 
a handful of professional staff ers. I 
feel that I am as responsible for the 
students other parents send to us 
as anyone else on our campus. But 
it feels almost as if Baruch insists 
that I am wrong about this.
To borrow a phrase from mili-
tary recruiting ads, I think every-
one should be asking why Baruch 
seems not to want their faculty to 
be all they can be. What can we do 
to change this?
-Professor Glenn Petersen
Chair, Department of Sociology 
and Anthropology
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Education is lagging in the United States. 
Th e Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, 
a group that promotes policies to improve social welfare around the 
world, gave U.S. millennials appalling education rankings compared 
to other developed nations. Out of 22 countries, including the United 
Kingdom and Japan, the United States scored last in math, second to 
last in technical problem solving and third worst in literacy.  
From the perspective of an international organization, the U.S. edu-
cation system’s eff ectiveness has been called into question, and though 
this is not necessarily a political point, politics certainly get in the way.
CUNY, for example, provides aff ordable education for more than 
269,000 degree-credit students and 247,000 adult, continuing and pro-
fessional education students on campuses across New York City. Its 
community college system is so eff ective that three community colleges 
in Ohio will be implementing CUNY’s Accelerated Study in Associate 
Program to help remedial students obtain a degree. More specifi cally, 
look at our institution, Baruch College, which boasts its own impres-
sive statistics and programs. Baruch delivers the highest return-on-in-
vestment among over 1,000 public colleges and universities, PayScale’s 
“College Education ROI Rankings” report researched. Th e accounting 
program is top-notch, and the master’s program in fi nancial engineer-
ing is in the top 10 in the country with an admissions rate of 9 percent. 
However, despite the eff orts of those in the CUNY system—educa-
tors, students and administrators alike—which have culminated in out-
sourcing and expanding envied programs, the state government does 
not seem to want to recognize the benefi ts of this aff ordable university 
system. Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s proposed budget will cut $11.9 million 
of funding from senior colleges and,if approved, would involve an addi-
tional $83.2 million slash for CUNY. It is obvious to point out that CUNY 
should receive more funding, but outside of the fact that this would 
directly benefi t us, internalizing the positive externality of aff ordable 
education is something our city could benefi t from.
An educated population has infi nite societal benefi ts and, not to 
mention, would help sew the torn seam and quantum leap between 
the unskilled and skilled labor markets. But more generally, CUNY’s 
gripe with state government echoes the sentiments of public educa-
tion throughout the country, a country whose educational effi  cacy lags 
behind other developed nations and whose labor force is adamantly 
divided between skilled and unskilled labor. Is it really wise to cut edu-
cation funding? Of course, not. But when an ideally non-political issue 
becomes politicized, reasonability falters and education suff ers.
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD
State government ignores the 
serious state of education
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As every Baruch College stu-dent is acutely aware, the idea of a Baruch community 
is at best a lofty ideal and at worst 
a sad joke. Th e average student is 
slogging through classes, working 
part time and commuting from a 
ways enough away to induce head-
aches. Sticking around at school is 
low on the priority list. 
And though administrators and 
student senators alike spew savory 
rhetoric about expanding club life 
and fostering a sense of solidar-
ity among Baruch students so that 
they might fi nd a compelling rea-
son to stick around, the club wing 
seems to exist independently of the 
rest of the student body. Clearly a 
community takes more than a few 
nice words and plastic chairs in 
a plaza, but what is to be done? Is 
anyone truly to blame, or is it just a 
fact of life at Baruch? 
It would be too simplistic to 
blame the school for not doing 
enough and picking low fruit to 
blame the students as well. Th e fact 
of the matter is that the structure of 
Baruch as a professional yet highly 
aff ordable commuter school stifl es 
any sense of community before it 
begins. Th ough admittedly diffi  cult 
to observe from within, there is an 
undeniable culture of competitive-
ness and unabashed individuality 
that colors the clockwork behind 
the revolving doors. 
For one thing, competition 
among individuals is implicitly 
promoted by the departmental 
policies of Zicklin, as only a certain 
percentage of students are allowed 
to get As. 
Th is is certainly not a cause but 
a symptom of the prevailing phi-
losophy of Baruch. Th e pragmatic 
insistence of average students to 
build their resumes, work for note-
worthy companies and to diff eren-
tiate themselves contributes to the 
stunted solidarity among Baruch 
students. We view one another as 
opponents in a marketplace where 
roles are scarce. 
One should not expect a com-
muter business school to produce 
students intent on spending time 
on campus. It is no surprise that the 
most popular clubs at Baruch are 
the ones that off er the most oppor-
tunities for networking and jobs: 
AIESEC, Women in Business and 
ALFPA, to name a few. 
Given the type of student that 
Baruch attracts—ruthlessly practi-
cal, extremely organized, diligent 
and unwavering and, of course, 
highly business-oriented—eff orts 
to build community should either 
pander to these traits or seek out 
entirely diff erent kinds of students. 
Th e former strategy leaves Baruch 
on the same course it is currently 
on, holding networking events and 
business-related panels, but the 
latter involves something novel, 
unheard of at the school.
Th e Baruch brand needs a new 
face if expanded student life is 
a feasible aspiration. Instead of 
dumping money and focus into 
Zicklin, thereby populating the 
school with students primarily fo-
cused on business, Baruch ought to 
adjust its sails.
By placing more emphasis on 
its two other schools, encouraging 
students of those various disci-
plines to participate in the culture 
and society of Baruch, the culture 
will undoubtedly change. 
Th is comes down to recruit-
ment, marketing and money. 
Should Baruch fi nd a way to attract 
these talented students—the art-
ists, writers and thinkers—the ele-
ments of its culture would change. 
However, as many Baruch stu-
dents seem to forget, money is the 
root of many of Baruch’s problems. 
Baruch does not have the luxury of 
arbitrarily raising tuition to fund 
new ventures. New campus build-
ings take time, eff ort and tremen-
dous planning to fund and bring 
to fruition. Th e plaza alone, in its 
infant form, was the result of an 
intense administrative battle that 
spanned several years. 
Attracting diff erent types of stu-
dents with the same artifact that 
engender the professional busi-
ness school atmosphere is a chal-
lenge per se, but the point remains 
the same; if Baruch desires to pro-
pel itself into the ranks of the elite 
institutions with which it tries to 
contend, it cannot do so without a 
functioning community. And the 
only way to do this is to change the 
culture underpinning the interac-
tions between its students.  
-Stephen Elliott
Economics & Pol. Sci. ’16
Competitiveness hinders community
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Starbucks recently published advertisements in major U.S. newspa-
pers with “#RaceTogether” next to its logo. Th e company’s intent was 
to reboot the discussion of race, but the eff ort was met with vilifi cation. 
Th e online backlash was so intense that the Starbucks senior VP for 
global communications temporarily deleted his Twitter page. 
Th e most engaged conversation people have had about color re-
cently was about a dress. Th e discussion of race in the United States has 
simmered but the tension is still sustained. Starbucks’ attempt at ignit-
ing the conversation had good intent and the backlash is uncalled for. 
Customers have mocked the company for campaigning equality on 
its cups since an overwhelming majority of the top executives of Star-
bucks are white males. Starbucks’ leadership should not be the focus of 
the conversation. Criticizing the corporation for its eff orts is shameful, 
and the race of the members of its executive board is irrelevant.
Th e crusade may well be a marketing ploy developed by Starbucks’ 
executives, but it deserves commendation. Speaking casually about 
race is taboo in the United States, even in light of current events. Star-
bucks is not pushing any idea or belief on its customers as is being 
assumed; it is simply starting a needed discussion. 
Starbucks backlash is unnecessary
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Neither clamorous nor look-ing for the trick solution, Mayor Bill de Blasio has his 
own ideas for celebrating Wom-
en’s History Month. On March 2, 
he made history by appointing the 
Rev. Ann Kansfi eld as the fi rst fe-
male chaplain of the New York City 
Fire Department. 
In a graceful way, without much 
fanfare, her appointment is signifi -
cant in another way. Th is mother 
of two is openly gay and took her 
oath of offi  ce on a bible held by her 
wife, the Rev. Jennifer Aull. 
De Blasio’s intention, since he 
assumed offi  ce, has been to di-
versify the department of 10,200 
fi refi ghters, of which only 44 are 
female. In spite of the more than 
$100-million settlement of a law-
suit brought by the Vulcan Society, 
a black fi refi ghter organization in 
the FDNY, which attacks institu-
tional bias in hiring, wages, ad-
vancement and the like, the FDNY 
remains 87 percent white.  
With the department’s fi rst 
female chaplain, the mayor was 
pointedly letting out the air in the 
tires of FDNY century-old tradi-
tions, as well as issuing a warning 
that things are changing.
Donning her closely cropped 
hair, her no-nonsense, plain glass-
es, in a smart regulation fi refi ght-
er’s dress uniform, the 39-year-old 
Kansfi eld performed her fi rst duty 
by cutting the red ribbon on the 
department’s new $1.2-million 
Canarsie EMS station. Address-
ing Fire Commissioner Daniel 
Nigro and assembled guests, she 
said, with apparent emotion, “We 
shouldn’t have to hide ourselves or 
worry about being judged. I would 
be incredibly honored if people 
would see [my appointment] as 
a wonderful sign that the depart-
ment wants all people to apply and 
take the test.”
As chaplain, albeit part time, 
with a salary of $20,000, she will 
counsel fi refi ghters and perform 
blessings and invocations. A free-
lance fi nancial advisor, she was 
considering a position with a fi rm 
on the 75th fl oor of the South Tow-
er of the World Trade Center in late 
summer 2001, but the terrorist at-
tacks decided for her a calling by 
God to the ministry. 
Memories of the selfl ess role 
of fi refi ghters are indelibly etched 
in her mind’s eye. Father Mychal 
Judge, the FDNY chaplain, gay 
priest and the fi rst casualty of 
9/11, serves as her guide to her 
ministrations to fi refi ghters.
What kind of reception should 
she expect in a slow-changing 
FDNY after a sober swearing-
in without amenities? Th ere are 
gay fi refi ghters, but their num-
ber remains elusive as a certain 
atmosphere exists in the FDNY. 
For example, fi refi ghters com-
pete for cover boy or girl for the an-
nual Calendar of Heroes as a badge 
of honor. Each month the calendar 
displays eye candy, mostly attrac-
tive, bare-chested men with fi nely 
sculpted muscles, for charity. Th e 
fl avor of the beefcake is suggestive, 
but the cause is worthy. It is into 
this anomalous world that Kans-
fi eld has been inducted. 
Furthermore, she seems to be 
fi rehouse-born: “It feels like I’m 
continuing a family legacy,” she 
says of her former fi re chief grand-
father. In a way, it is a tradition that 
has been handed on, and one that 
other family members continue 
too. In her person, Kansfi eld em-
bodies tradition and is a ground 
breaker, who, religiously inspired, 
will tend to the needs of New 




The superhero movie genre has taken off  in recent years and resulted in companies 
profi ting on the trend. Within the 
next fi ve years, Marvel plans to 
release 12 superhero movies, and 
its rival DC will be producing 10. 
However, out of these movies, only 
two star female superheroes: Cap-
tain Marvel and Wonder Woman. 
Much like in our own world, wom-
en are once again underrepresent-
ed, if not underestimated.
Given how strongly feminism is 
being discussed across the world, 
it was no surprise that there was 
an uproar in the comic book com-
munity. Th ere were calls for the 
comic book industry to create 
more female superheroes and no 
longer allow only masculine roles 
to take the spotlight. Th is is not 
necessarily true.
We do not need more female 
heroes: we need better ones. Just 
like we do not need passive sup-
porters of feminism, we need 
more women willing to fi ght for 
the cause. Flooding the stores with 
a wave of new female characters 
will not mean anything to society 
if these characters are just knock-
off s of male characters everyone 
knows. Numbers are important 
when it comes to movements and 
cause, but so is the quality of those 
standing with you, if they even 
bother to stand up at all.
A passive mentality will not 
do anything to end sexism or the 
exploitation of women. It will not 
help the struggle for women’s 
rights. In the comic book world, it 
would give people more reasons to 
dislike female characters because 
they are seen as copycats, or even 
just pretty faces to look at while 
reading familiar story arcs. And in 
the real world, it would just be an-
other thing for sexists to laugh at.
What Marvel and DC need to 
do is utilize the female characters 
already at their disposal, such as 
what they have done with Captain 
Marvel’s fresh story and dynamic 
character. Th e authors, especially 
female comic book writer Kelly 
Sue DeConnick, are not afraid to 
show both her fl awed human side 
along with the qualities that make 
her a true hero. 
Th e concept of DeConnick’s 
character is not new by any means; 
she fi rst appeared in 1977 as Ms. 
Marvel. What is new, however, is 
how her character has been devel-
oped and built upon. Th e cover art 
for her series is rarely oversexual-
ized unlike other female superhe-
roes, such as Spider-Woman and 
Wonder Woman, whose cleavage 
and posteriors are always fl ailing 
in alarmingly impossible angles. 
Th e art alone in those comics is 
disrespectful to women.
What Marvel has been doing 
for Captain Marvel is reminiscent 
of what Emma Watson has been 
doing for the HeForShe campaign. 
Th e only diff erence is that Watson 
is not hiding her endgame agenda. 
She knows the fi ght for gender 
equality is not just a woman’s fi ght. 
It is also a man’s. 
Watson knows that even if ev-
ery woman in the world supported 
it, it would all mean nothing if men 
do not see the light either. Comic 
books are just one of many ways 
to transmit gender equality since 
their popularity has really taken off  
for both genders. Th ink about all 
the other female characters. 
Wonder Woman is getting her 
own movie, but for years she has 
been objectifi ed as a sex symbol, 
especially since she was, at fi rst, 
the only woman in the Justice 
League. Only recently, with DC’s 
New 52, have writers and artists 
worked hard to make her a strong 
character in her own right. Black 
Widow, Storm, Batgirl, Black Ca-
nary and Raven are all very popular 
and well-known characters in their 
respective universes just waiting to 
be written and designed to their 
full potential. Th ere is some hope 
for these ladies.
Marvel’s recent announcement 
of the all-female team, A-Force, 
seems to be their response to the 
need for better female heroines. 
What could be more feminist, 
more gender equalizing, than 
that? It is to be seen whether the 
plot and characters will live up to 
the hopes of a future where female 
heroes are not compared to their 
male counterparts but to one an-
other instead, where heroines are 
portrayed in an as equally inspir-
ing way as heroes without being 




Superheroines fi ghting stereotypes
Female leads need to be developed as characters in their own right, not as copies of male superheroes
We do not need more female heroes: we need better ones. 
Just like we do not need passive supporters of feminism, we 
need more women willing to fi ght for the cause.
Encounters, Lexicon and Th e Ticker are three organiza-tions on campus whose 
names are widely recognized. 
Encounters releases two print 
editions of Baruch College’s very 
own literary magazine, featur-
ing artwork, fi ction, photography 
and poetry. Lexicon produces 
our yearbooks. Th e Ticker—what 
you are holding in your hand 
now—has been in print for the 
last 83 years.
Th ere is one group that I left 
out: WBMB Baruch College Radio.
Managed by Patrick Murphy, 
WBMB offi  cially came online dur-
ing this academic year after suff er-
ing from technical diffi  culties. It is 
one of the most exciting advance-
ments in the Baruch media com-
munity. To date, the station airs 
22 shows Monday through Friday 
and showcases discussions led by 
students from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Th e station is accessible via the 
TuneIn Radio app for iPhones and 
Android devices, or by visiting the 
WBMB website.
Th e importance of WBMB on 
our campus, like all of Baruch’s 
media entities, is not to be under-
estimated. Together, these organi-
zations play a critical role in keep-
ing students informed. WBMB, 
however, plays an interesting role: 
It has the capability of broadcast-
ing news in real time. Whether the 
event is Battle of Lexington, which 
occurs at the beginning of Febru-
ary, Spring Fling, which is coming 
up on May 7, or the upcoming Un-
dergraduate Student Government 
elections, the up-to-the-minute 
reporting will be very exciting.
Representative Senator Daniel 
Dornbaum was fortunate enough 
to book some time on air between 
5 p.m. and 6 p.m. on Tuesdays 
to discuss current happenings 
within the USG, which is prior to 
our senate meetings at 5:30 p.m. 
When his report concludes at 5:30 
p.m., WBMB will patch in a live 
feed of our senate meetings for a 
half hour into their station until 6 
p.m. to give students who do not 
have the opportunity to attend our 
meetings a chance to listen.
Th is is an opportunity for us at 
USG to keep you informed about 
the things that we feel are relevant 
to the student body. We encourage 
you to tune in. For those who have 
not attended a USG meeting be-
fore, this Tuesday is going to mark 
our ninth meeting for the Spring 
2015 semester and our 24th this 
year. We meet at 5:30 p.m. every 
Tuesday in VC 3-270 and hope to 
see you there. Refreshments will 
be served.
We hope that this column 
helped inform you a little more 
about what the USG has been 
working on lately and how to get 
involved. If you are interested 
in learning more about USG or 
would like to tell us your thoughts, 
please reach out to us in our offi  ce 
at VC 3-275 or email me directly. 
Connor Levens is the president of 
Baruch USG. He may be reached at 
connor.levens@usgbaruch.com.




US needs to rethink Israeli alliance
On the night of Tuesday, March 
17, the political stakes in Israel 
had never been higher in its elec-
toral history. As voters went to the 
polls, the two likely forerunners 
in the race, the right wing Likud 
party with Benjamin Netanyahu 
at its head, and the center-left Zi-
onist Union Alliance led by Issac 
Herzog, who is head of the op-
position in the Israeli Parliament, 
did everything they could to cap-
ture votes and to build political 
connections. 
However, in the end, it was Ne-
tanyahu’s Likud Party that came 
out on top, gaining 30 seats in the 
120-seat Israeli Knesset, as com-
pared to the Zionist Union’s 24 
seats. Yet, it was at best a pyrrhic 
victory. In order to get the votes, 
Netanyahu adopted rhetoric that 
may have kindled the fl ames of his 
enthusiastic base. However, he has 
simultaneously scorched relations 
with moderates in his own coun-
try as well with the international 
community.
In the days leading up to the 
election, Netanyahu employed 
the use of fear and scare tactics in 
order to better support his conser-
vative position. For instance, in re-
sponse to the increased amount of 
Arab-Israelis that went to the polls, 
Netanyahu announced that their 
“moving en masse to the polling 
places … distorts the true will of 
the Israeli people,” a notion most 
similarly vocalized by Republi-
cans in southern states hoping to 
garner support for “voting fraud” 
laws that keep black and Latino 
voters out of the voting booth. Th is 
rhetoric is unconscionable and has 
been labeled by some as racist, and 
rightly so.
As the Los Angeles Times edi-
torial board stated, “Th e mask 
slipped in the closing days of this 
campaign.” Th is manifested itself 
in the rejection of stances that pri-
or to the election he had, at least 
on paper, supported. 
As Israel’s oldest running news-
paper Haaretz noted in its post-
election commentary, “He set fi re 
to the tent in which the half of Isra-
el that didn’t vote for him resides, 
by depicting them as pawns in 
some vast and ludicrous conspir-
acy that involves malevolent anti-
Semites, nasty-minded NGOs, 
cigar-chomping tycoons, greedy 
Citizen Kane-type publishers and, 
inexplicably, sly subversives from 
Scandinavia.”
Scare-mongering aside, some 
of his campaign actions, the ones 
that will have the most interna-
tional backlash, came only hours 
before polls closed, including the 
one that has been the most criti-
cized: Netanyahu’s abandonment 
of the Israeli-Palestinian two-state 
solution.
 According to the Los Angeles 
Times, “Netanyahu vowed that he 
wouldn’t allow a Palestinian state 
to be established if he were re-
turned to offi  ce, warning that ‘any-
one who is going to establish a Pal-
estinian state today and evacuate 
lands is giving attack grounds to 
the radical Islam against the state 
of Israel.’” 
Th is is a direct contradiction to 
the position that President Barack 
Obama and the United Nations 
had expected the Israeli prime 
minister to hold. To say that this 
will complicate international di-
plomacy for Israel would be an 
understatement. 
Frequently on the world stage, 
the United States has been the 
only barrier between Israel and 
U.N. condemnation on hosts of 
issues. For Netanyahu to fi rst dis-
respect the president by coming 
to Washington only to speak to 
Congress and to then use dema-
gogic tones when speaking of his 
country’s Arab minority, to aban-
doning a two-state solution, has 
brought U.S.-Israeli relations to an 
all-time low.
Perhaps the time has come for 
the United States to reevaluate its 
“special relationship” with Israel. 
Clearly, Netanyahu’s re-election 
is a signal that Israeli politics are 
much more conservative-leaning 
than many thought at fi rst. 
Why is it necessary then for us 
to support a regime that is coun-
ter intuitive to our foreign policy 
goals? It can be contended that if 
we placed as much time and ef-
fort into a country like Turkey as 
we do in Israel, then perhaps the 
four-year civil war in Syria might 
wind down, the Islamic State 
would be stripped of another av-
enue of recruits, and a strong, 
stable democracy would balance 
out the regional turmoil countries 
like Iran and Saudi Arabia take 
advantage of. 
But in terms of the political 
calculus, and in the more general 
terms of why things matter to the 
lives of the American people, why 
is Israel so special?
MICHAEL ROACH
THE POLITICKER
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Shifting focus from Israel to countries like Turkey would play out favorably for U.S. foreign policy 
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Baruch College’s Zicklin School 
of Business MBA program achieved 
high rankings among New York City’s 
elite business schools, ranking No. 3 
in New York City behind New York 
University and Columbia University 
and fi fth in New York state, according 
to the 2015 U.S. News & World Report 
ranking system. 
Th e rankings debunk the no-
tion that only expensive institu-
tions ensure quality education and 
employment, as Zicklin’s annual 
tuition for in-state applicants is 
slightly over $14,000. Th at is nearly 
75 percent less than the other top 
two institutions in the city, Co-
lumbia and NYU, which both have 
annual tuition over $60,000. 
Th e employment rates for stu-
dents who graduate from these in-
stitutions, however, are similar. Th e 
rate of employment for MBA gradu-
ates from Columbia is 75.7 percent, 
NYU is 74.9 percent and Baruch is 
77.3 percent. 
Overall, Zicklin, which ranked 
eighth in the tri-state area and 24th 
in the northern region of the coun-
try, was ranked 77th for the best 
MBA programs in the nation. Th is 
is an improvement from last year’s 
ranking of 82nd. 
U.S. News surveyed all 464 mas-
ter’s programs that are business ac-
credited by the Association to Ad-
vance Collegiate Schools of Busi-
ness International during fall 2014 
and early 2015. Only 385 of those 
schools responded to the survey, 
and of those schools, 126 handed 
enough data needed to calculate 
the rankings. 
Th e methodology for estab-
lishing rankings centers on two 
pivotal elements: opinions from 
experts about the program’s excel-
lence and statistical indicators that 
measure the quality of a school’s 
faculty, research and students. Th e 
data comes from surveys of ad-
ministrators from more than 1,350 
programs and more than 13,500 
academics and professionals.
Based on these standards, Zick-
lin hopes to consistently improve 
its rankings as Dean H. Fenwick 
Huss and the strategic plan com-
mittee for Zicklin have cultivated 
a tactical plan to further advance 
Baruch’s business school.
Th e committee plans to increase 
its global presence by “expanding 
the scope of international exchange 
and internship programs for both 
students and faculty through the 
Weissman Center for International 
Studies, the STARR Career Devel-
opment Center and the Graduate 
Career Management Center” as 
well as building new partnerships 
with Tel Aviv and Singapore, ac-
cording to the committee’s report.
Contributing to the program’s 
notoriety and success is the wealth 
of resources that Zicklin off ers its 
students. As the committee’s report 
indicated, “Alumni of the Zicklin 
School of Business can benefi t 
from the Graduate Career Manage-
ment Center, which off ers services 
such as advising, job boards and 
mentorship programs.” 
Th roughout the years, Zicklin 
has also developed partnerships 
with top fi nancial organizations 
,such as Citigroup and JPMorgan, 
which off er competitive internship 
programs for students seeking to 
enter the fi nancial industry. 
Zicklin’s concentration on im-
proving all its programs has re-




ment reaffi  rm the best “bang-for-
your-buck” motto. Forbes ranked 
Zicklin’s undergraduate program 
at 50 on the list for schools with the 
best ROI.
Princeton Review gave Zicklin’s 
ROE a score of 92. Princeton’s sur-
vey based its fi ndings on payscale.
com’s data on median salaries of 
Baruch’s alumni, with a median 
starting salary of $48,500 and me-
dian mid-career salary of $85,400 
for students graduating with a 
bachelor’s degree.  
It is interesting to note that 
Zicklin off ers a specialized MBA 
in healthcare management, which 
ranked 29th in the country, accord-
ing to U.S. News & World Report. 
Job outlook in this industry will see 
a 23 percent rise, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
Zicklin graduate program ranks among top New York schools
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With added focus on expanding global presence, the Zicklin school looks to continually improve its programs.
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During the week ending Feb. 
28, applications for unemployment 
benefi ts increased to its highest 
level in nine months. Th e number 
of people who receive unemploy-
ment benefi ts on a continuing basis 
had increased by 17,000 to 2.4 mil-
lion in the week of Feb. 21. Th e ad-
vance seasonally adjusted insured 
unemployment rate was 1.8 per-
cent for the week ending Feb. 28.  
An initial claim is made when 
an unemployed individual fi les for 
unemployment benefi ts after sepa-
rating from his or her employer. 
Th e U.S. Department of Labor ex-
plained at the conclusion of its Job-
less Claims Report, “Initial claims 
for unemployment insurance is 
a leading economic indicator be-
cause it is an indication of emerg-
ing labor market conditions in the 
country.” As a result, it is crucial 
to determine the causes of such 
changes and the possible eff ects.
Th e week ending Feb. 21 saw 
23,029 newly discharged veterans 
fi ling claims, an increase of 79 ap-
plicants from the previous week. 
Also, 16,587 former federal civilian 
employees applied for unemploy-
ment benefi ts, an increase of 679.
Although this is a seemingly 
sudden increase, economists are 
not yet concerned regarding the 
overall claims reported because 
this does not necessarily foretell a 
threat to the strengthening econ-
omy. Instead, it might just be a 
side eff ect of inclement weather in 
recent months.
According to Bloomberg Busi-
ness, three states explicitly stated 
that weather was one of the leading 
factors that caused the increase in 
jobless claims. Kentucky, Penn-
sylvania and Rhode Island all ex-
perienced harsh winters, making 
it diffi  cult for employees whose 
work takes place outdoors to earn 
steady wages. 
Besides weather, the decreas-
ing cost of oil, economists believe, 
might have also had an eff ect on 
the increase in claims. Certain 
energy companies, such as WPX 
Energy, had to eliminate portions 
of their workforce in order to com-
pensate for the drastic decrease in 
fuel prices in recent months. 
WPX terminated 8 percent of 
its workforce, an indication of the 
impact such an event can have on 
unemployment. Th e strike of petro-
leum factory workers may also add 
to the surge. 
Th e department’s Jobless 
Claims Report breaks down the 
data further by presenting the 
states whose claims increased by 
more than 1,000 for the week end-
ing Feb. 28. New York was the state 
that witnessed the most drastic 
change with an increase of 21,056 
applications for unemployment 
benefi ts. 
New York’s state legislature sup-
plied the Labor Department with 
a comment in order to justify the 
increase. Th e comment noted that 
“layoff s in the transportation and 
warehousing, accommodation and 
food service, and educational ser-
vice industries” were responsible 
for the dramatic increase.
Nonetheless, economists esti-
mate that employers added 240,000 
jobs in February and that an aver-
age of 336,000 jobs have been cre-
ated each month since November. 
Overall, there have been more 
than a million jobs created be-
tween November and January 
in total. Th is is the longest run-
ning stretch of such expansive job 
creation since 1997.
Although these numbers appear 
promising, there have been addi-
tional trends that might challenge 
such job expansion. For example, 
the number of jobseekers for every 
open position hit its lowest level in 
December since 2007. 
In addition to statistics on the 
number of jobless claims, the La-
bor Department also included in 
its report productivity trends. Pro-
ductivity that was not related to 
farming has decreased by about a 
2.2 percent annual rate, as seen in 
the fourth quarter of 2014. 
Th e revised fi gure was a de-
crease of about 1.8 percent, which 
is still within the range of estimat-
ed predictions. Productivity has 
grown by only about half the pace 
it did from 1995 to 2005.  
Since the number of jobless 
claims has a distinct impact on 
the economy, the Federal Reserve 
evaluates the numbers during its 
decision-making processes. 
Even with the increase in jobless 
claims, the Fed expects to raise in-
terest rates by mid-year since they 
have remained close to zero for 
some time.
Th e Labor Department’s most 
recent report presents data repre-
senting jobless claims for the week 
ending March 8. Th e amount for 
seasonally adjusted initial claims 
was 289,000, a somewhat signifi -
cant decrease in applications from 
the previous week. Th e Labor De-
partment stated that there were no 
specifi c factors that directly related 
to this 12.2 percent decrease.
Th is decrease was greater than 
what economists had anticipated 
following the increase in claims 
of the week ending Feb. 28. How-
ever, if initial claims continue to 
decrease, it would validate most 
economists’ hypothesis that the 
increase in claims was more a 
result of inclement weather con-
ditions rather than concerning 
economic ones.
In order to determine more ex-
act trends so as to make economic 
decisions, economists must look 
at the four-week moving average 
of claims since it balances out the 
weekly volatility of the data.
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Jobless claims hit nine-month high in February and fall in March
Due mainly to winter’s eff ects and the declining price of oil, jobless claims rose sharply in February and leveled out in March.
The U.S. News & World Report ranking methodology puts Baruch’s MBA program in the top 80 business programs in the country, improving from last year’s ranking
MARIA MARCOWICZ
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On March 11, the Federal Re-
serve released results of its heavily-
anticipated Comprehensive Capi-
tal Analysis and Review, the fi nal 
part of the organization’s annual 
stress test.
Th e Fed’s annual stress test is 
divided into two parts—the Dodd-
Frank Act Stress Test and the Com-
prehensive Capital Analysis and 
Review, also referred to as CCAR. 
Th e measure was introduced by 
Congress as a response to the 2008 
economic crisis, and the fi rst stress 
tests were carried out by the Fed in 
October 2012.
Th e Fed is to carry out the annu-
al stress test on bank holding com-
panies, or BHCs, with total consoli-
dated assets totaling $50 billion or 
above. Th e BHCs are also required 
to carry out their own stress tests 
on a biannual basis, and the reports 
from those tests must be reported 
to the Fed.
Th e fi rst part of the stress test, 
the Dodd-Frank Act Stress Test, 
is based on three scenarios: base, 
adverse and severely adverse, cre-
ated annually by the Fed. It mea-
sures the impact of stressful eco-
nomic situations on the BHCs and 
their capital.
As the report states, the stress 
test’s main goal is to check wheth-
er the tested BHCs have “eff ective 
capital planning processes and 
suffi  cient capital to absorb losses 
during stressful conditions, while 
meeting obligations to creditors 
and counterparties and continuing 
to serve as credit intermediaries.”
Both the adverse and severely 
adverse scenarios feature U.S. and 
global recessions, the former char-
acterized by a “global weakening in 
economic activity and an increase 
in U.S. infl ationary pressures” 
while the latter shows a global 
weakening of economic activities. 
Th e scenarios are purely hypo-
thetical, and the factors that come 
into play are changed every year to 
avoid predictability.
Th e combined losses under the 
severely adverse scenario totaled 
$490 billion, including $340 billion 
in accrual loan portfolio losses. Un-
der the adverse scenario, projected 
losses, pre-provision net revenue, 
and net income before taxes were 
$314 billion, $501 billion and $178 
billion, respectively.
Of the 31 banks tested this 
year, all 31 have passed this part 
of the test. Th e report provides a 
minimum capital ratio for all fi ve 
categories tested.
If a bank is able to gain a score 
above the minimum, it will pass 
the test. But a score too close to the 
minimum might be a sign of the 
troubles ahead, suggesting that the 
BHCs might need to make some 
changes in order to stay afl oat in 
the future.
Deutsche Bank and HSBC 
seemed to have the most trouble 
with passing the stress test. Under 
the adverse scenario, Deutsche 
Bank missed the Minimum Tier 1 
Common Ratio by .3 percent (36.6 
percent actual compared to 36.3 
minimum) while HSBC missed it 
only by .1 percent (14 percent ac-
tual and 13.9 percent minimum).
Unsurprisingly, Bank of Amer-
ica, Citigroup and JPMorgan had 
the biggest loan losses under the 
severely adverse scenario, $45.7 
billion, $48.3 billion and $49.7 bil-
lion, respectively. Th ey were fol-
lowed by HSBC ($8.2 billion), Mor-
gan Stanley ($2.6 billion), Goldman 
Sachs ($2.2 billion) and Deutsche 
Bank ($0.8 billion).
Th e second part of the stress 
tests, the CCAR, analyzed the capi-
tal adequacies of the 31 BHCs as 
well as their capital distributions 
in order to determine whether the 
banks would be able to function 
during an economic crisis. 
Of the 31 BHCs tested, 28 did 
not receive any objections to their 
capital plan. Bank of America re-
ceived conditional non-objection, 
while two of the foreign BHCs, 
Deutsche Bank and Santander, had 
their capital plans objected.
According to the report, the 
reason behind Bank of America’s 
conditional non-objection was 
“defi ciencies in its capital planning 
process.” While these defi ciencies 
need attention, they did not have a 
negative eff ect on the bank’s over-
all score in the Dodd-Frank Act 
Stress test.
“If the Fed isn’t satisfi ed with 
the bank’s progress, it can freeze 
the capital distributions,” accord-
ing to Th e Wall Street Journal.
Deutsche Bank was rejected for 
numerous qualitative defi ciencies, 
including its lack of ability to iden-
tify economic risks.
Th e stress tests are important in 
bracing the economy for possible 
troubles in the future. By keeping 
the BHCs in check on an annual 
basis, the Fed is able to ensure that 
the impact of a possible recession 
will be much less severe.
Th e stress tests are an important 
document for the public, the Fed 
and other fi nancial companies, as 
they provide information on how 
the capital rations might behave 
during economic conditions of 
varying severity.
Th ey also determine the BHCs’ 
ability to withstand losses while 
still meeting their responsibilities 
to other companies, creditors and 
the general public.
“Our capital plan review helps 
ensure that the capital distribution 
plans of large banks will not com-
promise their ability to continue 
lending to businesses and house-
holds even during a period of seri-
ous fi nancial stress … It also pro-
vides a structured assessment of 
their risk management capacities,” 
said one of the Fed’s governors 
Daniel K. Tarullo, in a press release 
on the Fed’s offi  cial website.
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All major US Bank Holding Companies pass Fed stress test
Although it passed the stress test, Citigroup had one of the highest projected loan losses under the severely adverse scenario.
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On Feb. 4, Shake Shack closed 
its initial public off ering of 
5,750,000 shares at $21 a share. 
Th is price was a little higher than 
what was initially proposed, but 
overall, the company did well in its 
public debut. After underwriting 
fees, the company raked in about 
$112.3 million. 
Expectations from investors 
were high for the company af-
ter the IPO, but these investors 
may not have been fully pleased 
with Shake Shack’s reports in the 
fourth quarter and fi scal year, 
both of which contained an extra 
operating week in 2014. 
In the fourth quarter report, 
both revenue and sales increased 
substantially. Revenue increased 
by 51.6 percent to $34.8 million, 
and sales increased by 51.6 percent 
to $33.1 million. Th e company also 
opened 10 new restaurants, half of 
which were opened internation-
ally in countries including Kuwait 
and Russia. 
For the fi scal year 2014, rev-
enue and sales both increased 
as well. Revenue went up by 43.7 
percent to $118.5 million and sales 
increased by 42.6 percent to $112 
million. Net income for the year 
was $2.1 million. 
Th e tremendous growth in sales 
is a direct result of the numerous 
new restaurants that the company 
has opened over the past year. 
Th ough the company showed 
fairly impressive numbers for both 
the fourth quarter and the year, 
there is one number that is ex-
tremely concerning to analysts and 
investors alike. 
For the fourth quarter, Shake 
Shack experienced a net loss of 
$1.4 million or $0.05 per share. Al-
most three-quarters of this loss can 
be attributed to expenses incurred 
during the IPO itself. Analysts 
had predicted that the company 
would only incur a net loss of $0.03 
per share. 
Th is is why the company is fac-
ing some criticism after the earn-
ings report; however, the stock has 
more than doubled since the IPO 
in February. 
Additionally, the adjusted loss 
per share after taxes is only $0.01, 
a much less damaging number for 
the company. 
Despite the loss, many analysts 
are still confi dent in Shake Shack’s 
long-term performance. Paul Wes-
tra of Stifel commented on the 
company after earnings were re-
leased and stated, “We continue to 
view Shake Shack as the exact type 
of up-and-coming concept that 
we expect will come to dominate 
the restaurant industry over the 
next 30 years.” 
Westra deemed the company 
a buy and gave it a $50 price tar-
get. Both Barclays and Jeff eries 
gave the company a $40 price 
target with Barclays maintaining 
its Equal Weight rating, which es-
sentially means the stock is being 
traded at its true value. Jeff eries re-
stated its hold rating, claiming that 
it is “remaining on the sidelines.” 
Zacks Investment Research sees 
Shake Shack as a hold and has also 
listed it in the top 30 percent in 
its industry. 
One major criticism the com-
pany is facing is that the IPO price 
was too expensive, and the cur-
rent stock price is also expensive 
for investors.
Despite the bit of negativity 
surrounding the net loss that the 
company has suff ered, CEO Randy 
Garutti has stated, “We are pleased 
with the strength of our fourth 
quarter results and excited to be-
gin our journey as a public com-
pany ... Shake Shack has helped 
lead the change in consumer be-
havior through our fi ne casual ap-
proach. We will continue to invest 
in high quality, premium ingre-
dients that our guests have come 
to expect from us while creating 
a vibrant community gathering 
place that delivers a meaningful 
guest experience.” 
As for the future of Shake Shack, 
the company has projected total 
revenue to range from $159 million 
to $163 million for 2015.
In the short term, they also in-
tend to open up at least 10 new 
domestic restaurants in the begin-
ning of fi scal year 2015 and fi ve in-
ternationally licensed restaurants 
in the United Kingdom and Mid-
dle East by the end of the year, all 
part of an eff ort to “triple the store 
count in fi ve years.” 
It has also been mentioned that 
the fi rst Shake Shack in Japan will 
be opened in 2016. Th e company 
intends to reach up to 450 stores 
domestically. 
When it comes to forecasting 
the company’s sales, Garutti is tak-
ing a more realistic approach as 
opposed to resorting to unbridled 
optimism. 
In an after-earnings confer-
ence call, he stated, “We don’t be-
lieve that over the long term the 
same-shack sales growth we ex-
perienced in the fourth quarter is 
sustainable.” 
Same-shack sales refer to sales 
of domestic, licensed restaurants 
that have been open for two years 
or longer. 
Th ough investors may not ap-
preciate this harsh reality of “low, 
single-digit” growth, at least they 




Amazon has recently launched 
a new branch of its Amazon Mar-
ketplace that allows new busi-
nesses to off er their products in an 
exclusive place. 
Th e new Amazon Exclusives 
sells products as a third-party 
distributor for up-and-coming 
companies who agree to sell their 
products only on Amazon and 
their own websites. 
Th e new service comes amid 
a wave of Amazon Marketplace 
extensions. Amazon recently in-
troduced Amazon Pantry, a ser-
vice that allows Amazon Prime 
members to buy household sup-
plies and groceries at a discounted 
price to be delivered to a buyer’s 
house in a few days. 
Customers who visit the Exclu-
sives site can purchase mobile de-
vice chargers from Jackery, sports 
gear from Tower Paddle Boards, 
stylish shoes from Hot Chocolate, 
attachable camera lenses for the 
new iPhones and other new gad-
gets. Th e range of products off ered 
will likely increase as more com-
panies apply to sell their products 
on Amazon.
Speaking about the new Ama-
zon Exclusives, a spokesman for 
Amazon said, “We will add many 
more up-and-coming products 
and brands in the coming months. 
Th e new store is a great showcase 
for small business brands that 
have innovative products and a 
fun destination for early adopter 
customers looking to browse and 
purchase the latest items.”
Th e service is good for com-
panies who want to sell more of 
their recently developed products. 
Many small, new companies work 
extremely hard to develop new and 
unique products, and the Amazon 
Exclusives site allows these prod-
ucts to be more visible than they 
would otherwise be if only sold 
directly by the producing com-
pany. Companies that chose to 
sell on Exclusives yield third-party 
rights to Amazon alone. Th ey are 
only available on the companies’ 
own websites, in stores and on 
Amazon Exclusives.
Exclusives gives buyers a fi rst 
look at products that have yet 
to make a serious impact on the 
market. In the company’s press 
release, Peter Faricy, VP of Ama-
zon Marketplace, said, “Our mis-
sion on behalf of customers is to 
make Amazon the destination for 
brands and innovators to launch 
and sell their products, provid-
ing our customers early access to 
new products.”
Th e opening of the Exclusives 
branch of the Amazon Market-
place ties in to rumors that Ama-
zon has been developing a pro-
gram to work with startup com-
panies and newly minted tech 
groups. Amazon Exclusives is a 
way for Amazon to do just that. 
New companies now have a 
spotlight on one of the world’s 
largest e-commerce sites. “New 
brands are popping up every-
where, and it can be diffi  cult for 
consumers to fi nd and evalu-
ate new items online. Th e Ama-
zon Exclusives store provides a 
great environment for customers 
to explore hot, new items,” said 
Stephan Aarstol, founder and CEO 
for Tower Paddle Boards
Tower Paddle Boards and 
other fringe brands can be found 
on the Amazon Exclusives site. 
More companies are likely to take 
advantage of Exclusives in order 
to have a stronger presence in 
the market.
Amazon launches new 
Exclusives Marketplace
Shake Shack reports net loss after IPO
Despite increased revenues, the casual fast food chain posted negative income for the fourth quarter.
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Proctor relied on ratings apps 
like Yelp to fi nd the best bang for 
his buck. However, Yelp does not 
disclose actual fi gures but price 
ranges on a scale of 1-4, with dollar 
signs denoting the priciest estab-
lishments. Proctor also felt cheated 
at eateries where he would be pre-
sented with a menu with no printed 
prices and be expected to pony up 
the sum appeared on the check. 
“In the beginning, it was really 
for me. I wanted something like 
Price Per Pint and I couldn’t fi nd 
it,” Proctor admitted, adding that 
money was never the carrot in the 
equation. 
“People always ask me, ‘Why 
did you do it?’ And I guess the best 
answer to that is: to see if I could.” 
Last summer, Proctor frequent-
ed over 300 bars to amass the com-
pendious Linux-based price da-
tabase that is now the lifeblood of 
Price Per Pint. 
“It was very long, took a lot of 
time, and it was often uncomfort-
able. But you get used to it, I guess. 
Going in there asking for the price, 
not buying anything. Not every-
body loved that,” he recalled. 
Ignoring his lack of coding skills, 
Proctor forged ahead, enlisting the 
help of graphics-savvy friends as 
well as Apple Developer’s XCode 
application, a complete toolset for 
building software. Consequently, 
Proctor’s startup costs totaled not 
much more than the $100 he paid 
to register with Apple as a devel-
oper. “I haven’t paid a dollar for 
coding in this whole process. Th e 
app retrieves data online, so it’s 
all built-in online,” he said, adding 
that the facility aff orded by applica-
tions like Dreamweaver and XCode 
have all but dashed barriers to en-
try for those intimidated by back-
end tinkering of websites. 
Platform squared away, Proctor 
spent 12 months researching bars, 
but when he fi nally approached his 
fi rst one, the rebuff  felt like a punch 
to the gut. 
“I had this whole vision about 
how it was going to play out and 
how everybody’s going to be so 
welcoming to me and put it online. 
And I walk in there and I tell them, 
‘Hey I’m a student, I’m doing this 
app and you see me a lot. Can I just 
ask you very basic questions about 
some of your prices?’ And I was 
fl at-out rejected and not even in a 
nice way,” he recalled.
“I celebrated my 21st birthday 
here,” Proctor said cheekily as he 
sat in Fitzgerald’s Pub, right around 
the corner from Baruch, where the 
interview was conducted.
According to Proctor, a major 
advantage in building a mobile app 
as a business is the consumer data 
and analytics that are naturally 
pooled through user activity. “We 
have so much data now. And we 
can’t see who’s searching for it, but 
we can see what people are search-
ing—when, where, the area they’re 
searching for and where they’re 
searching from, and we can see 
what are the most popular bars,” 
Proctor shared. 
“So we have a lot of informa-
tion that I think will be useful to 
businesses or bars just to consult.” 
Although he has yet to see a return 
on his modest investment, Proctor 
thinks that selling data packages 
rich with information on consumer 
habits could be one monetization 
strategy. Increasing the visibility of 
sponsored bars is another possible 
avenue, in addition to running ban-
ner ads for specifi c brands, such as 
Guinness. 
“If somebody’s going out and 
looking through bars, and you 
have a big ad for Guinness on the 
side, you might be more likely to 
go to that bar and order that drink. 
You’re marketing directly to the 
consumer and that’s a good thing,” 
he asserted. 
Overwhelmed after freshman 
year, Proctor took an impromptu 
trip to Germany and worked at Sy-
bille Kuntz, a rural family-run win-
ery, where he gleaned an appre-
ciation for the business of alcohol. 
“I looked online for wineries, and 
next thing I know I’m on a bus go-
ing from Frankfurt airport.” 
Proctor’s just-do-it attitude is 
the kindling for his ambitions to 
continuously expand his app. On 
March 6, he launched a Brooklyn 
version, which already contains 
about 50 bars. “I try to add 5, 10, 15 
bars a week when I can reach out 
to bars. I’ll go fi rst to the ones that 
have prices online. Th en I’ll write 
down the ones that aren’t there, 
and I’ll make a trip on Friday when 
I have no class, and I’ll get the ones 
that people seem to like more,” he 
said. Next up is expanding into 
Queens and the Bronx  and, all 
things being constant, graduating 
next May. 
Mobile app aggregates prices from various bars across boroughs
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On March 3, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and New York City schools Chan-
cellor Carmen Farina announced 
that the city will recognize two ma-
jor Muslim holidays on the offi  cial 
school calendar: Eid al-Fitr and 
Eid al-Adha. It will be the largest 
school district in the United States 
to do so. 
Th e news came as a breath of 
relief to Muslim students who had 
struggled with maintaining atten-
dance and keeping up with school-
work while also keeping true to 
their traditions and obligations. It 
was also a powerful step in inclu-
sion and awareness for a portion 
of the population that has been 
stigmatized since 9/11 and still 
faces systemic scrutiny. Th e pub-
lic school calendar has been ad-
justed so that schools will not miss 
instructional days.
However, New York is not the 
fi rst city to take these holidays into 
account. Schools in Massachusetts, 
Michigan and New Jersey have 
made moves toward inclusion. Th e 
symbolism is more signifi cant in 
New York because it is a metropo-
lis. 
With over 1.1 million children 
in the school system, it is much 
larger and proportionally has more 
Muslim students. A 2008 study by 
Columbia University found that 10 
percent of New York City’s student 
body is composed of Muslims. 
Th e decision was announced in 
a public school in Brooklyn, where 
36 percent of students reportedly 
missed school the last time Eid al-
Adha was observed. 
Previously, the initiatives had 
been struck down despite constant 
pushes from Muslim activists over 
the years. Former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg rejected the notion of 
more religious holidays because 
children need to be spending more, 
not less, time in schools. 
Some teachers used upcoming 
instances of religious holidays to 
educate their students and teach 
tolerance and acceptance. At least, 
City Council Education Commit-
tee Chairperson Daniel Dromm 
did. “Designating Eid as an offi  cial 
holiday will allow families to cele-
brate together without the stress of 
missing school,” he asserted. 
Councilmember I. Daneek Mill-
er, the only Muslim member of the 
City Council, shared his thoughts 
on the huge step forward that this 
initiative takes.
“At a time when the world seems 
so large and our children so inno-
cent, the Eid holidays will serve 
to assure parents that our schools 
provide an understanding and safe 
environment for their young learn-
ers,” he said.
A compelling Wall Street Journal 
opinions piece, “When Every Day is 
a Religious Holiday,” explores the 
idea of having no religious holi-
days. Th e article, written by Ste-
phen Prothero, a professor of the 
Department of Religion at Boston 
University, provides a comprehen-
sive look into the education system 
as it stands. 
After de Blasio made the an-
nouncement for the Eids, follow-
ers of non-Western religions rallied 
and pushed for holidays like the 
Lunar New Year and Diwali to be 
recognized. However, what if the 
system moved toward recognizing 
no holidays rather than selectively 
celebrating some holidays and not 
others? If the system were to really 
take into account the diverse needs 
of the population of New York City, 
a city that prides itself in its mul-
ticulturalism and diversity, in its 
tossed salad of religions and cul-
tures and various affi  liations, there 
would be no school days. Or there 
would be very few. Th is is a highly 
impractical system. 
But why is there an overlap be-
tween religion and education? As 
Prothero points out, Farina said 
that students “shouldn’t have to 
choose between an instructional 
day and their religious obliga-
tions.” As it stands, Christians, Jews 
and now Muslims do not need to 
choose. But the vast majority of re-
ligions do need to make the choice; 
that is, Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists 
and many others. 
It is impossible to be inclusive 
of every religion. To make such 
a promise is to lie, and someone 
will undoubtedly scrutinize any 
public offi  cial who makes such a 
claim. To address the diversity of 
New York City is an unattainable 
task and cannot be completely ful-
fi lled without leaving someone out 
of the loop. 
However, it would be folly to say 
that this is not a step forward for 
tolerance and inclusivity alike.
“I am truly happy and highly ap-
preciative of our mayor that, after 
a long time of waiting, fi nally our 
kids in public schools through-
out fi ve boroughs don’t have to 
choose again between their school 
and their religious practice,” said 
Shamsi Ali, the spiritual leader 
of the Jamaica Muslim Center in 
Queens. “Today, I am a prouder 
New Yorker.”
School calendars require readjustment for religious holidays
To be truly inclusive of the diverse population of New York City is impossible; there would be no school days left.
MIA CARABALLO | THE TICKER
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Proctor, creator of Price Per Pint, was tired of relying on apps like Yelp to fi nd the best-priced drinks for their actual value.
“I try to add 5, 10, 15 bars a 
week when I can reach out to 
bars. I’ll go fi rst to the ones 
that have prices online. 
Then I’ll write down the ones 
that aren’t there, 
and I’ll make a trip on Friday, 
when I have no class and 
I’ll get the ones that people 
seem to like more.”
“People always ask me, ‘Why 
did you do it?’ And I guess the 




Earlier this year, honors stu-
dents at Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity posted off ensive, threatening 
and vulgar comments about three 
female professors on a popular mo-
bile app, Yik Yak, because they were 
unhappy with their Friday morning 
interdisciplinary studies class. 
Since the release of Yik Yak in 
2013, it has caused chaos among 
student communities, with numer-
ous posts that included threats, 
slander and racial slurs.
Th is event caused such a stir 
because these students were pro-
tected under Yik Yak’s anonymity 
policy. Th e university cannot pe-
nalize these students because they 
can post without fi rst creating a 
user profi le. 
In addition, posts are localized 
within a 1.5-mile radius, which is 
ideal for college campuses where 
students are the main consumers 
of this technology. As a result, stu-
dents may feel as if they are part 
of an online community. How-
ever, this may backfi re as it allows 
students a lot of freedom in terms 
of what they share with these 
communities.
Because of this freedom, in-
stitutions are unable to take any 
direct legal action. Th e college or 
university would need to procure 
a subpoena, court order or search 
warrant, according to Th e New York 
Times. Even this is diffi  cult because 
students may argue that the institu-
tion is suppressing their freedom 
of speech. 
Kelvin Kwong, a senior account-
ing major at Baruch College, admit-
ted that power is easily abused un-
der the cover of anonymity. “Once 
the ability to trace any comment 
is taken away, people start to take 
advantage of the application and 
eventually start virtually attacking 
those individuals.” He believes that 
this might lead to cyberbullying, 
among both student and faculty 
communities. 
Kwong concluded, “In fact, 
I believe these anonymous so-
cial media applications will only 
strengthen cyberbullying and en-
courage students to write ignorant 
statements without thinking of how 
it may hurt others.”
Besides cyberbullying, other 
off enses might emerge over so-
cial media applications. Younger 
users are more prone to abusing 
such sites despite age restrictions; 
Yik Yak’s founders banned its use 
in around 90 percent of the na-
tion’s high schools and middle 
schools, according to Th e New 
York Times. 
One thing that schools can do 
to curtail the use and subsequent 
misuse of apps such as these is to 
block access to it through their Wi-
Fi systems. However, even these ef-
forts are often fruitless, as Yik Yak is 
a mobile app, which does not nec-
essarily require a Wi-Fi connection. 
Alvin Fung, a freshman unde-
clared in major, added on that rac-
ism might be a problem through 
the use of these anonymous 
applications.  
“Yik Yak founders believe that 
high school students are not ma-
ture enough to use the application 
but I would argue that maturity 
is not necessarily the issue here,” 
Fung asserted. “It’s the lack of em-
pathy we see for each other when 
posting these degrading comments 
on a public site.” Th is instance of 
cyberbullying harms the target’s 
reputation. 
“Simply put, Yik Yak gives peo-
ple a platform to be inhumane 
and unkind to one another with-
out any repercussions. Th ere is no 
point. You gain nothing from your 
anonymity,” he concluded. 
Social anonymity allows in-
dividuals to pose as diff erent 
personalities and express them-
selves without reservation on 
the Internet. 
Justin Lu, a senior accounting 
major, reinforced the idea that us-
ers can take on an idealized iden-
tity online. “One person can be 
socially awkward, but very extro-
verted when it comes to the use 
of social media applications,” Lu 
said. “It is something I witness in 
my group of friends. Th eir person-
alities completely change the mo-
ment they log into their accounts 
on the Internet.”
“[Twitter and Tumblr] are 
popular because they allow us-
ers to freely express their opin-
ions without any judgment,” he 
shared. “From my observation, 
individuals fear judgment. A solu-
tion to this issue is to abstain from 
any anonymous social media ap-
plications. Keep your opinions 
to yourself.” 
Th ere is a clear distinction in 
the language and formation of 
these comments on social me-
dia applications, whether posted 
anonymously or not, according to 
Robert Berard, a senior marketing 
major. “Th e comments on these 
websites are usually more aggres-
sive and negative when they are 
posted anonymously. When they 
are not anonymous, the comments 
are more descriptive and more 
thought out.”
On the other hand, these com-
ments can provide insight and 
may not be as detrimental to an 
individual as they fi rst appear to be. 
“I think what makes these sites 
popular is the fact that you can see 
what other people think before you 
make a decision to take action,” 
Berard stated.
Perhaps the purpose of these 
anonymous social media applica-
tions is to merely provide a thinking 
setting and to exchange ideas from 
diff erent angles. 
Berard added that social me-
dia applications become sounding 
boards for users’ gripes. “People 
who have a good experience do 
not bother to write unfavorable 
comments. Th ese sites may not be 
a good representation of how the 
majority of people feel. I believe 
that these sites only attract people 
who are experiencing any negativ-
ity in their lives.”
Social anonymity seems to pro-
mote cyberbullying between stu-
dents and faculty, and allows users 
to pose as diff erent personalities as 
opposed to how they are in person. 
However, the purpose of these 
anonymous social media appli-
cations should not be to destroy 
any user’s dignity or belittle any 
user. Th ey can be used as plat-
forms for users to share ideas, 
anonymously. Perhaps this is 
may be the purpose of creating 
these sites.
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Cover of anonymity causes misuse of social media platforms
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Yik Yak wrought havoc on college communities since its inception, allowing students to post uncensored content for all to see.
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Terry Pratchett, one of the fore-
fathers of contemporary science 
fi ction and fantasy, passed away in 
Wiltshire, England, on March 12. 
He was 66. Pratchett spent the last 
few years struggling with Alzheim-
er’s disease and the subsequent 
rapid memory loss. 
Pratchett was best known as the 
great mind behind the Discworld 
series, a series of 41 novels that 
employ a diverse cast of characters. 
Discworld is a world not unlike our 
own although it diff ers in that it is a 
fl at disc carried on the backs of four 
elephants, which, in turn, stand on 
the back of a turtle drifting lazily 
through space. Pratchett’s imagi-
nation was unbounded and will 
remain unmatched. 
He also co-authored the popu-
lar novel Good Omens: Th e Nice 
and Accurate Prophecies of Agnes 
Nutter, Witch with Neil Gaiman, a 
name perhaps more recognizable 
in the United States. Good Omens 
is a shining example of the suc-
cess to be achieved if two writers 
come together of their own voli-
tion, as opposed to being forced 
together by their publishers. It won 
several awards, and more than two 
decades later, it is still being con-
sumed voraciously by readers.
Fans and critics alike praise 
Pratchett for his wry humor and his 
nuanced views on the issues that 
have plagued humankind for cen-
turies. For example, in Discworld, 
he tackled everything from poverty 
to political corruption, justice and 
religious strife. In a genre that often 
lacks subtlety, Pratchett’s weap-
on of choice was biting sarcasm 
and satire.
In an article for Gawker months 
before his co-conspirator’s pass-
ing, Gaiman detailed the depths of 
Pratchett’s anger, what he said was 
the driving force behind his writ-
ing. “Terry’s authorial voice is al-
ways Terry’s: genial, informed, sen-
sible, dryly amused. I suppose that, 
if you look quickly and are not pay-
ing attention, you might, perhaps, 
mistake it for jolly. But beneath 
any jollity there is a foundation of 
fury,” he wrote. “Terry Pratchett is 
not one to go gentle into any night, 
good or otherwise.”
Pratchett’s writing is not only 
funny and poignant but also a 
rather brilliant sociopolitical com-
mentary. Discworld reads like 
Pratchett’s inside joke with himself; 
somehow, this makes it much more 
compelling. In that vein, each of his 
characters exudes some degree of 
the writer’s own madness. 
Tiff any Aching, a young witch 
who grew up on a dairy farm, em-
bodies Pratchett’s fury and ambi-
tion. Susan Sto Helit, Death’s il-
lustrious granddaughter, speaks to 
the rebel in Pratchett. Sam Vimes, 
a policeman in the city of Ankh-
Morpork, characterizes Pratch-
ett’s skepticism and desire to set 
things right. 
To say that the world lost a 
great mind is an understatement; 
the world slowly but surely lost an 
immense mind. Such is the na-
ture of Alzheimer’s, though true 
to Gaiman’s word, he certainly did 
not go gently. 
Th e reason his death is so heart-
breaking, other than the obvious 
fear it invokes about mortality and 
the ephemeral, is because he had 
so many stories left to tell. Disc-
world is fl eshed-out and imagina-
tive, but his grasp on the world he 
had so lovingly created and pre-
sented to readers would eventually 
slip away. 
And as painful as this was for 
fans to accept, nothing compares 
to the pain Pratchett himself en-
dured in the last years of his life. 
He was diagnosed with early onset 
Alzheimer’s in 2007, which even-
tually developed into posterior 
cortical atrophy.
Th e fi rst Discworld novel, Th e 
Colour of Magic, was published 
in 1983. His last, Th e Shepherd’s 
Crown, was completed in sum-
mer 2014 and will be published 
this year. Th ough each novel can 
be considered a standalone work, 
there is often overlap given that 
they are all set on the Disc. Death, 
for example, is a recurring charac-
ter all throughout the series.
Pratchett describes Death as 
an “anthropomorphic personifi ca-
tion” with a fondness for horses 
and curry. He is not the menacing, 
hooded fi gure that pops up so often 
in popular culture, he just happens 
to be very good at his job. 
“Terry took Death’s arm and 
followed him through the doors 
and on to the black desert under 
the endless night,” tweeted Pratch-
ett’s assistant of 15 years from their 
joint Twitter account following his 
death. 
English sci-fi author passes after years of battling Alzheimer’s




Cinderella, released on March 
13, is a live-action remake of a Dis-
ney classic everyone knows all too 
well. Although the name is recog-
nizable, the story has never been 
told this vividly before. Th e fairy 
tale opens with the delighted voice 
of the narrator and the all-too fa-
miliar “once upon a time.”
In the opening scene, Cin-
derella (Lily James) and her fam-
ily live happily during her child-
hood. Her mother is wise and 
youthful. Her father is a success-
ful merchant with an eye for all 
things that bring happiness to his 
only daughter.
Disaster strikes and Cinderella’s 
mother moves on to the afterlife. 
However, before she passes, she 
asks Cinderella to promise that she 
will always have courage and be 
kind, foreshadowing the struggle 
she will later face within her own 
home. Th e same promise will fol-
low Cinderella for the rest of her 
life, for her kindness and courage 
will be tested by her soon-to-be 
stepmother and stepsisters. 
Th e story really begins when 
Cinderella’s father decides to re-
marry; viewers are introduced to 
Lady Tremaine (Cate Blanchett) 
and her two daughters, Anasta-
sia and Drisella. Lady Tremaine, 
a widow, off ers a strong and un-
canny presence with her elabo-
rate costumes and her blood-red 
lipstick. Blanchett’s ability to em-
body the bitterness of a woman’s 
failed luck is overwhelmingly ex-
citing. Her daughters are simply a 
product of that, with their conde-
scending comments and sense of 
entitlement.
After Cinderella’s father passes 
away while on a business trip, she is 
quickly transformed from a maiden 
to a servant girl. Her stepmother 
gives her to her stepsisters and 
moves Cinderella into the dusty at-
tic with her rodent friends. 
In the attic, all she can do is 
dust off  an old ottoman and an old 
rug to make herself comfortable. 
She fi nds the bright side in being 
separated from the very women 
who have brought her nothing 
but misfortune. 
Despite all this, Cinderella 
somehow still maintains her kind 
demeanor. All that kindness soon 
pays off , as one day she acciden-
tally runs into her Prince Charm-
ing while horseriding through the 
forest. As the prince (Richard Mad-
den) is introduced in this scene, 
audiences are reacquainted with 
the spitting image of the prince of 
their childhood. 
His blue eyes and perfect smile 
with a touch of mischief charm 
Cinderella. Th is is the fi rst of the 
many mysterious encounters. Nei-
ther knows the other’s true identity, 
adding to the enigmatic eff ect. 
Th is moment of witty banter is 
the spark that pushes the happy 
ending. Although the storyline 
is well-known, director Kenneth 
Branagh intrigues viewers with his 
interpretation of the story. His at-
tention to detail captivates viewers’ 
imagination. His use of elaborate 
costumes allows him to exaggerate 
the characters’ personalities. For 
example, Lady Tremaine’s extrava-
gant ensembles give her the allure 
of a money-driven woman whose 
need for power exceeds her need 
for love. 
Cinderella, once she is of age, 
often wears the same blue dress 
and matching blue shoes. Even as 
she becomes the servant girl of her 
own household, her dress never 
once changes. Th is gives her the 
appearance of a modest and simple 
girl, unlike her stepsisters. 
Many would argue that the cos-
tumes blur the lines of over-embel-
lishment and tackiness. Th is play 
on details allows the imagination to 
form opinions on characters with-
out much dialogue. 
Th erefore, this maintains the in-
nocence of the fairy tale for young 
viewers while holding the attention 
of the older generations. One can 
truly appreciate Branagh’s eff ort in 
reinventing story of a generation 
with a modern twist.
Branagh also chooses to show 
the eff ects of death on charac-
ters. Unlike children’s movies 
before, Cinderella gives the audi-
ence a look into life from a more 
realistic perspective, like Malefi -
cent (2014) and Alice in Wonder-
land 2: Th rough the Looking Glass 
(2015).
Th is realistic perspective pro-
vides kids with the understanding 
that although there are good times 
in life, the bad times are there too. 
Th is newfound honesty makes 
the fairy tale that much more 
enjoyable, creating a balanced, 
emotional ride.
Disney revamps Cinderella with a colorful take on the classic tale
The lead role was originally off ered to Emma Watson, but after she declined to do Beauty and the Beast, James was cast instead.
WWW.TOPMOVIEPEDIA.COM
Branagh’s attention to 
detail captivates viewers’ 
imagination. For example, 
Lady Tremaine’s extravagant 
ensembles give her 
the allure of a money-driven 
woman whose need for 
power exceeds her need 
for love. Cinderella, once 
she is of age, often wears 
the same blue dress and 
matching blue shoes. Even as 
she becomes the servant girl 
of her own household, her 
dress never once changes. 
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Kendrick Lamar is a force of na-
ture. Every rhyme he spits a gale, 
every bar he throws a tidal wave. 
His best verses change the very 
landscape of hip-hop, and his latest 
release, To Pimp A Butterfl y, may 
change the genre itself. With heavy 
funk, soul and jazz infl uences, La-
mar attempts to confront his latest 
demons as he struggles with his 
newfound success. 
Th ough not a socially-conscious 
album, To Pimp a Butterfl y does 
fi nd Lamar setting crosshairs on 
many of society’s injustices against 
African-Americans and the hypoc-
risies that have become a mainstay 
in today’s culture. Th is is not an al-
bum for the club, car or patio. Th is 
is an album for meditation, not 
congregation. 
Lamar opens the project with 
“Wesley’s Th eory,” a funky, fast-
paced piece focused on the pitfalls 
of the pursuit of material happiness, 
especially among the lives of black 
entertainers. Clocking in at around 
fi ve minutes, Lamar sets the tone 
for the rest of the album with help 
from Th undercat and George Clin-
ton. He approaches the struggle of 
black stardom through two lenses: 
that of the artist in question and the 
system abusing him. 
Th e title itself was warning 
enough, using Wesley Snipes’ tu-
multuous journey through Holly-
wood to describe the exceedingly 
depressing short shelf life of black 
musicians and actors. Legend-
ary 1960s reggae artist Boris Gar-
diner lends Lamar use of perhaps 
the greatest hook ever sung by a 
black singer, elevating “Wesley’s 
Th eory” that much higher; ques-
tion the heart of any friend who 
is not moved by “who will re-
mind/you and I/that every n---- is 
a star?” Clinton’s booming voice 
then takes over to off er a parable 
using the album’s title before the 
song truly begins. 
From then on, Lamar takes over. 
In his role as the artist, Lamar de-
scribes the illusions of grandeur 
that have destroyed many black 
artists before him. His voice whines 
and pops with every guitar stroke 
as allows the clueless, arrogant 
artist run wild. 
Despite its upbeat tempo, the 
chorus is strikingly cynical and 
somber. Th undercat combines 
two of black America’s most iconic 
phrases, a Dave Chappelle-inspired 
verse, “we shoulda never gave” and 
“n----- wanna go back home,” to 
create a chorus catchy enough to 
remember. 
After a short, cliched interrup-
tion from Dr. Dre, the system takes 
over Lamar’s second verse. Lamar 
blacks out and allows his sinister 
second psyche to assume control 
as he runs through the complete 
pimping process. 
Under the guise of Uncle Sam, 
he pushes the artist down the path 
of destruction. Go on, buy any-
thing and everything. “Don’t have 
receipts?/Oh man that’s fi ne.” Pay 
them later, and “f*ck those hat-
ers,” they never understood the 
struggle. In fact, go ahead and buy 
everything twice. “Your horoscope 
is a Gemini/two sides/so you bet-
ter cop everything two times. Two 
coupes, two chains, two C notes.” 
Lamar plots the artist’s rise to 
the top, all the way up to the White 
House, before it all comes crash-
ing down: “But remember you ain’t 
pass economics in school/and ev-
erything you buy taxes will deny/
I’ll Wesley snipe your ass before 
35.” Uncle Sam, the taxman and the 
reaper are one and the same in the 
artist’s eyes.
Lamar created “Wesley’s Th eo-
ry” to break the cycle of abuse, and 
before its closing, Clinton reminds 
those still on the hunt to confront 
success to “look both ways” before 
it “crosses their minds.” 
With 16 songs in total, Lamar 
spends nearly an hour and 19 min-
utes illuminating the darkest cor-
ners of his soul to the world. After 
good kid, m.A.A.d city, it was clear 
that Compton left him with major 
psychological damage. 
Th e album’s sixth track, “u,” il-
lustrates this perfectly. Lamar 
spends four-and-a-half minutes 
drunk and alone in a hotel room 
confronting his survivor’s guilt. He 
stares at a mirror, cursing his short-
comings and inconsistencies, con-
stantly repeating the phrase “loving 
you is complicated.” He calls him-
self a “f-cking failure” while drink-
ing his sorrows away. 
He fades in and out of con-
sciousness, reminiscing on all the 
times he let his friends and fam-
ily down. “You ain’t no brother/
you ain’t no disciple/you ain’t no 
friend./A friend never leave Comp-
ton for profi t.” Anger is not this 
album’s sole focus. Lamar runs 
through the entire emotional spec-
trum as illustrated on songs such as 
“Hood Politics,” “How Much A Dol-
lar Cost” and “Mortal Man.” 
Raising an album to instant-
classic status a few days after its re-
lease is always a risky proposition. 
Lamar has yet to off er anything less 
than great though. Time and time 
again, he has delivered. His fl ow, 
delivery, lyricism and storytelling 
ability are unparalleled; Lamar is 
at the height of his powers. It is rare 
in the world of music to fi nd a song 
that can clearly conjure a color or 
image in one’s mind, yet Lamar’s 
work is constantly on that edge. 
At its core, music is about vibra-
tions, about metaphysical forces 
that are never seen but obviously 
felt. Lamar’s synesthesia is no ac-
cident. He is a sorcerer. He takes 
his life energy to create music that 
transcends the mind’s barriers. 
Is there a diff erence between a 
song and a sermon? Both have the 
power to move nations and cul-
tures, minds and souls.
Kendrick Lamar breaks Spotify’s record for first-day listens




Th e CW network is venturing 
into the zombie craze with the lat-
est edition to its lineup, iZombie. 
Th e show is a horror-comedy hy-
brid that puts a new spin on the 
zombie stories viewers have grown 
accustomed to. Veronica Mars 
producers Rob Th omas and Diane 
Ruggiero-Wright developed the se-
ries for television while tying in the 
crime-fi ghting wit of their former 
program.
Th e show tells the story of Olivia 
“Liv” Moore, a promising medi-
cal resident. Liv leads a seemingly 
perfect life at the beginning of 
the show, though this all quickly 
changes after she attends a boat 
party with a colleague.
Th e boat party turns into a 
zombie outbreak, and Liv turns 
into a zombie after being infect-
ed by a drug dealer who created 
the drug that directly caused the 
outbreak. Th is fl ips Liv’s perfect 
life upside-down, as the zombie 
side eff ects force her to change 
around all aspects of her life. She 
becomes depressed, cannot sleep 
and loses her purpose in life in ad-
dition to breaking things off  with 
her fi ance. 
Rose McIver leads the cast as 
Liv. Her acting credits include re-
curring roles on Masters of Sex and 
Once Upon a Time. Although she 
begins the series feeling lost, she 
eventually realizes that she has vi-
sions about the person whose brain 
she eats. She uses this newfound 
ability to her  own advantage. 
Liv also fi nds it diffi  cult to deal 
with friends and family; she does 
not want to get too close for fear of 
infecting one of them. She instead 
chooses to shut everyone out, not 
only breaking off  her engagement 
but also turning cold to her room-
mate. She also fails to listen to ca-
reer advice from her mother, who 
believes her condition is just post-
traumatic stress disorder from the 
zombie boat party.
Liv switches career paths and 
lands a job assisting the coroner 
Dr. Ravi Chakrabarti (Rahul Kohli). 
Chakrabarti quickly realizes Liv is a 
zombie. Interestingly, he has dab-
bled in conspiracy theories before, 
an endeavor that cost him his last 
job. Rather than being frightened 
by a zombie, Chakrabarti takes 
to studying Liv and expresses an 
interest in fi nding a cure for her. 
Liv’s reaction to eating brains 
leads her to work with detective 
Clive Babineaux (Malcolm Good-
win). Babineaux is a newly promot-
ed detective from the vice division, 
though he has fallen short since 
receiving his promotion. Desperate 
to make his fi rst arrest, he decides 
to use Liv’s visions to his advantage 
although he is wary of just how she 
is able to procure them. Chakrabar-
ti allows Liv to take time away from 
the morgue to assist Babineaux.
Robert Buckley portrays Liv’s 
ex-fi ance, Major Lilywhite. Lily-
white begins the series deeply in 
love with Liv. Due to their impend-
ing nuptials, he insists she have 
one last hurrah at the boat party 
without him despite her initial re-
fusal to attend. However, Lilywhite 
is deeply aff ected by the inevitable 
break up. Although he clearly still 
loves her, he begins to move on in 
the pilot.
Rounding out the cast are Da-
vid Anders, Aly Michalka, Molly 
Hagan and Nick Purcha, as Blaine 
DeBeers, Peyton Charles, Eva 
Moore and Evan Moore, respec-
tively. DeBeers plays the drug 
dealer at the boat party. He pops 
back into Liv’s life in a vision at the 
close of the pilot with unanswered 
questions looming.
Charles is Liv’s best friend and 
roommate and is very worried 
about her new attitude in life. She 
attempts to bring back her room-
mate’s bubbly attitude, but her at-
tempts prove futile, thereby creat-
ing a rift between them. Eva and 
Evan are Liv’s mother and brother. 
While Evan seems less disturbed 
than Eva at their Liv’s condition, 
they both notice her declining in-
terest in life, and Eva, in particu-
lar, tries to nudge her back into 
the fold.
Th e pilot convinces the audi-
ence that this show has staying 
power. It not only appropriates el-
ements of past zombie shows and 
movies but also mixes humor to 
create a powerful combination. At 
fi rst, Liv is depressed by her condi-
tion, though by the end of the hour 
she is able to fi nd the positives. 
iZombie shows the power of friend-
ship and family, as each person in 
Liv’s life has not lost hope in resus-
citating the old Liv. 
Th e show premiered on March 
17. It airs on the CW’s Tuesday 
night line up.
The CW’s iZombie channels neo-noir with an insatiable bloodlust
The show is loosely based on the comic book series of the same name created by Chris Roberson and Michael Allred, and Allred even illustrated the opening credits. 
WWW.HYPABLE.COM
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
Researchers from CUNY col-
leges and Rutgers University have 
been able to verify anti-cancer 
cell eff ects in extra-virgin olive oil. 
Th eir research was published in the 
academic publication Molecular 
and Cellular Oncology.
Extra-virgin olive oil is produced 
through a manufacturing process 
devoid of chemical additives; the 
creation of the product is strictly 
through mechanical means. 
Oleoncanthol (OC) is believed 
to be the element in extra-virgin 
olive oil that gives it anti-cancer ca-
pabilities. Th e exposure of cancer 
cells to OC results in apoptosis, or 
programmed cell death. 
Th e lysosome, described by the 
National Center for Biotechnology 
as the digestive system of the cell, 
is key to this process. Lysosomes 
come packed with enzymes to help 
break down nutrients and waste. 
When a cancerous cell comes into 
contact with OC, the membrane of 
the lysosome in the cell weakens. 
Eventually, it gives way, allowing 
the enzymes inside to fl ood the rest 
of the cell. Th e cancerous cell is 
then destroyed by the means of its 
own enzymes.
Th is process of apoptosis was 
found to take as little as 30 minutes 
to an hour. 
Th is comes at somewhat of a 
surprise as normal apoptosis can 
take around two hours or more. 
Further cancer cells can fall due 
to necrosis, or programmed cell 
death, resultant of their exposure to 
other dead cells.
Th e destruction of the lyso-
somal membrane comes from the 
inhibition of acid sphingomyelin-
ase (ASM). ASM helps maintain the 
structure of lysosomal membranes. 
Without it, lysosome membrane in-
tegrity is compromised. Th e sizes of 
lysosomes also increase when a cell 
becomes cancerous, aiding in the 
disastrous eff ects that the destruc-
tion of the lysosome membrane 
has on the cancer cell.
Interestingly enough, OC has 
no harmful eff ects on non-can-
cerous cells, the reason for which 
remains a mystery. Th e research-
ers speculate that cancerous cells 
may have already compromised 
lysosome membranes, with OC 
acting as the catalyst that exploits 
the weakness. 
Note that the introduction of OC 
did have one temporary constraint 
when introduced to non-cancerous 
cells. OCs were found to inhibit the 
reproduction of non-cancerous 
cells. However, the scientists re-
peatedly mention during the study 
that this process is reversible. As 
recorded in the research article, all 
non-cancer cells resumed repro-
duction within 72 hours after the 
introduction of OC. 
Th e scientists performed multi-
ple tests to determine the eff ective-
ness of OC against cancerous cells 
and to ascertain the eff ects that OC 
had on regular, healthy cells. Th ey 
performed these tests using blood 
serum samples. 
Along with its anti-cancer prop-
erties, OC also has health benefi ts 
related to reducing the risk of Al-
zheimer’s disease, the study noted. 
With a large balance of OC 
found in extra-virgin olive oil, the 
question arises as to whether a 
diet with such oil can provide anti-
cancerous benefi ts. 
Extra-virgin olive oil is already 
well-known for its benefi ts for heart 
health. According to the Mayo Clin-
ic, extra-virgin olive oil comprises 
monounsaturated fatty acids, a 
form of fat that consists of a single 
carbon double-bond as opposed to 
larger molecules that contain sin-
gular bonds between carbons. 
Th e American Heart Association 
states that olive oil has been proved 
to increase heart health benefi ts 
due to its structure. As specifi ed 
on the association’s website, olive 
oil can help reduce “bad” choles-
terol and improve dietary vitamin 
E intake, “an antioxidant most 
Americans need more of.” Note that 
extra-virgin olive oil provides more 
benefi ts than olive oil produced 
by other means.
With all the buzz about olive oil, 
the search then turns to a style of 
cuisine that fully embraces extra-
virgin olive oil. Once a popular 
dieting trend, but perhaps now 
backed by scientifi c validity, comes 
the Mediterranean diet. Greece, It-
aly, Algeria and Egypt, among sev-
eral other neighboring nations, all 
fall under the umbrella of olive oil 
infl uence. With such prevalence, it 
is not a surprise that Italy, Spain, 
Tunisia and Greece are the world’s 
biggest exporters of olive oil.
People who include more extra-
virgin olive oil in their diets have 
been found to have lower instances 
of heart disease, cancer and even 
Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s dis-
eases. However, it is important to 
note that the key to the Mediterra-
nean diet is not smothering olive 
oil on unhealthy foods to some-
how make them healthy. Despite 
its benefi ts, olive oil, even extra-
virgin, is oil; therefore, it is never 
healthy in excess. 
With any diet, maintaining a 
proper balance is vital. As such, 
Mediterranean diets largely fo-
cus on grains and vegetables, with 
meats and sweets making up a tiny 
part of meal selection. A large se-
lection of vegetables are seasoned 
with spices and extra-virgin olive 
oil. With easy to prepare vegetables, 
a large selection to choose from 
and the various fl avors that come 
from the Mediterranean, even 
students on the go may be able 
to fi nd some time to fi t just a few 
Mediterranean-diet stylized meals 
within a week. 
Th ose small steps may be all 
it takes to make a diff erence later 
in life, for under the surface of 
the skin, OCs maybe be contain-
ing what could be future life-
threatening situations.
Extra-virgin olive oil armed with cancer-destroying elements 
AGATA PONIATOWSKI | THE TICKER
Olive oil off ers myriad benefi ts in terms of health, culinary versatility and fl avor.
Watchdogs take on NSA
BY AANCHAL SOMANI
STAFF WRITER 
On March 10, the nonprofi t 
Wikimedia Foundation fi led a 
lawsuit against the National Secu-
rity Agency (NSA) to the U.S. De-
partment of Justice in Maryland, 
where the NSA is located. Th e 
determinants of this case include 
breaches of the First and Fourth 
amendments of the U.S. Constitu-
tion and the “wrongful” interpre-
tation of the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act (FISA).
Th e NSA has had access to and 
has been using domestic and fi ber-
optic underwater cables, which 
carry approximately 99 percent of 
all worldwide communication, to 
collect information for decades. 
Th e original premise for this in-
formation collection, according to 
wording in FISA, was the tracking 
of information between domes-
tic and foreign individuals posing 
threats to national security.
However, it has recently been 
discovered that the NSA has been 
using this approach of upstream 
data interception for any and all 
type of communication within 
the United States and between 
individuals from the international 
community. 
Speaking of anything related 
to the individuals, topics or fi rms 
that are of interest to the agency 
are tracked and reviewed con-
stantly. Th is form of surveillance 
renders the identity of anonymous 
or private users at risk of exposure. 
For instance, if the NSA com-
municates compromised infor-
mation with other governments, 
targets such as journalists, clients 
and foreign government offi  cials 
from oppressed countries could 
become endangered to reprisals 
or have disciplinary actions taken 
against them. 
According to the American 
Civil Liberties Union, the combi-
nation of upstream information 
gathering and PRISM, a separate 
program that allows the NSA to 
receive information directly from 
U.S. companies such as Google 
and Facebook, gives the agency 
nearly unfettered access to all 
forms of communication. As stat-
ed by the ACLU, PRISM was actu-
ally created to fi ll the gaps in “up-
stream” data collection.
Th e Wikimedia Foundation, 
Amnesty International USA, Ruth-
erford Institute and the National 
Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers, among other plaintiff s, 
all handle sensitive information 
through both known and anony-
mous means. Th is expansive 
surveillance puts workers and 
information sources  at risk of ex-
posure. Th e organizations charge 
that the surveillance methods si-
multaneously obstructs both the 
First and Fourth amendments of 
the Constitution, the rights to free 
speech and impermissible search 
and seizure.
In addition, the constitution-
ality of FISA has been called into 
question. While the NSA’s re-
vealed actions imply total access 
to all forms of “foreign intelligence 
information,” or communication 
that could lead to the discovery 
national security information, this 
lawsuit argues diff erently. It states 
that this act “authorizes surveil-
lance only of targets’ communi-
cations; it does not authorize sur-
veillance of everyone.”
In 2013, three months prior to 
Edward Snowden’s revelations, 
there was a similar case that was 
struck down because of inad-
equate evidence against the NSA. 
However, with the continued doc-
uments leak of offi  cial documents 
from the NSA serving as primary 
evidence, this case may receive 
greater consideration. 
Seasonal affective disorder flips mood
Anyone who has spent time 
in New York during the past few 
months is well aware of the par-
ticularly frigid temperatures and 
excessive snowfall that 2015 has 
brought. Due to inclement weath-
er, frequent train delays, stress 
from schoolwork and midterm 
examinations, negative emotions 
among Baruch College students 
seem to peak during these colder 
months. Even walking around 
campus and through the halls, 
it doesn’t take a lot of attention 
to notice the signifi cantly fewer 
instances of smiles in the fall 
and winter sessions as opposed 
to spring and summer. Multiple 
studies have shown that weather 
has a substantial eff ect on peo-
ple’s behavior and health in quite 
a few ways.  
In a review of multiple weather 
studies on psychcentral.com, the 
particulars of weather on behavior 
were discussed. Some of the stud-
ies mentioned seasonal aff ective 
disorder, or SAD. Yes, that is the 
actual acronym. 
SAD, according to the Mayo 
Clinic, is a type of depression relat-
ed to seasonal changes. Th is may 
be the disorder that explains the 
previous observations, as it typi-
cally starts in the fall and contin-
ues into winter. SAD is also known 
to occur in some individuals be-
ginning in the spring and summer 
months but is less common during 
those times. Interestingly enough, 
younger individuals are more like-
ly to have SAD than older people. 
Treatments for this disorder in-
clude psychotherapy, light therapy 
and medication.
Extreme weather, too, which 
has been increasingly prevalent 
in recent years, can aff ect mental 
stability. A 2011 report compiled 
by the Climate Institute predicted 
an increase in direct and severe ef-
fects on mental health with more 
extreme weather events occurring 
in the future. A report on Australia, 
entitled, “A Climate of Suff ering,” 
mentioned the continent’s fi re 
seasons of high temperatures and 
long periods of drought. 
Traumatic events such as these 
are thought to be responsible for 
post-traumatic stress disorder. 
Th is is a disorder usually associ-
ated with soldiers returning from 
war, but its symptoms also af-
fect individuals who have experi-
enced natural disasters or other 
drastically life-shifting events.
Weather has also shown to have 
an eff ect on people’s mood on 
a more day-to-day basis. A 2008 
study published in the journal 
Emotion examined the daily well-
being of over 1,200 individuals us-
ing an online diary to record their 
responses. Th e study incorporated 
quite a few parameters, not just 
hot and cold temperatures. Th e 
correlation between weather and 
mood, determined over the course 
of 585 days, took wind power, sun-
light, precipitation, air pressure 
and photoperiod into eff ect. Inter-
estingly, their results showed that 
positive weather, such as increased 
sunlight and temperature, could 
actually mitigate a negative mood. 
Negative weather, such as in-
creased wind and decreased sun-
light, harmfully aff ected an already 
negative mood, or as the Huffi  ng-
ton Post put it, “If you’re in a good 
mood, chances are, bad weather 
won’t bring you down too much. 
But if you’re feeling crummy al-
ready, a cold, dreary day could eas-
ily make your mood go from bad to 
worse.” 
Higher temperatures and more 
sunlight are not solely associ-
ated with positive results. Th ere 
are studies that show there are 
negative results related to summer 
weather. For one, there are higher 
rates of suicide in spring and sum-
mer months, according to a paper 
published in the academic journal 
Epidemiology. Th e study reports 
a peak in suicide rates during 
months of maximum daylight. Th is 
stands true despite sadness com-
monly being associated with the 
winter and colder temperatures. 
In addition to this, there may be 
some validity to the “hot tempers” 
idea. According scientists at the 
University of California, Berkeley, 
increasing temperature and ex-
treme rainfall will have an eff ect 
on the amount of violent crime in 
coming years. Th is is based on the 
comprehensive review conducted 
by Solomon Hsiang and his col-
leagues. Th e review consisted of 60 
studies showing a causal relation-
ship between crime and tempera-
ture. For each standard deviation 
of positive temperature change, 
there is a 4 percent increase in in-
terpersonal confl ict including do-
mestic violence, and a 14 percent 
increase in larger-scaled confl icts, 
such as civil wars. 
Of course, the relationship 
between the weather and one’s 
emotions remains largely depen-
dent upon the individual. When it 
comes down to it, there are people 
who just prefer cold weather to hot 
and the other way around. Th is 
writer, for one, cannot wait for the 
fi rst actual day of spring.
RALPH SCHNEIDER




Apple fi nished last year with 
two noteworthy conferences that 
resulted in two new iPhone mod-
els and a new Mac OS X update. 
At its recent keynote, the fi rst for 
2015, Apple focused on several of 
its non-iPhone products and in-
troduced a new product that was 
revealed last year.
Th e fi rst item on the agenda 
was the Apple TV. While it was an-
nounced that the streaming boxes 
would have a price decrease from 
$100 to $70, CEO Tim Cook added 
that a streaming service was in the 
works, due to launch sometime 
this fall. Th e service, which will 
have a subscription rate of $30 to 
$40 per month, will allow custom-
ers gain streaming access to major 
cable networks and regular net-
work channels like ABC and NBC. 
HBO CEO Richard Plepler 
was present at the keynote to an-
nounce HBO Now, a $15-per-
month service commencing this 
spring that allows users to watch 
HBO content without a cable 
subscription. In essence, Apple is 
furthering its own forays into the 
mobile television market.
Apple also showcased its up-
dated line of laptops during the 
event. New MacBook models will 
be released with fi fth generation 
Intel Core processors and Th un-
derbolt 2 ports. On the MacBook 
Pro side of things, a new 12-inch 
model is joining the lineup. Th e 
12-inch model is 13.1 mm thin 
and features retina display, a 
high-defi nition screen feature fi rst 
used from mid-2012 models. In 
addition, the new MacBook Pro 
models feature faster fl ash stor-
age and a longer battery life on 
a single charge.
One new feature that is being 
included in both the new model 
and existing models is the new 
click-less touchpad. Dubbed force 
touch, this replaces the traditional 
clickable surface with small mo-
tors that vibrate when touched. 
While Cook did not mention if 
it would be added for the Magic 
Mouse, the addition for the Mac-
Book Pro looks to be a testing 
ground for the technology to be 
used elsewhere. 
However, the part of the key-
note that received the most atten-
tion was formal announcement 
of the Apple Watch. Samsung 
released its fi rst popular smart 
watches near the end of last year, 
eff ectively establishing itself in 
the market. Apple hopes to make 
a notable dent with its answer to 
Samsung’s product line. 
Th e watch comes with a pleth-
ora of features and apps. Th e 
watch’s glance feature keeps track 
of the user’s most frequently used 
apps and provides updates. Th e 
watch can operate seamlessly with 
a user’s iPhone through synchro-
nization, similar to Apple’s hand-
off  feature. In fact, immediately af-
ter the keynote, Apple released the 
iOS 8.2 update for iPhone users, 
eff ectively enabling compatibility 
with Apple Watches. 
Th e Apple Watch also places a 
big emphasis on health apps, such 
as an app that measures how many 
miles the wearer has walked on 
a daily basis. Apple’s Research is 
another initiative launched by Ap-
ple, aimed at providing research-
ers with an easy to use framwork 
for research. Preorders for the 
Apple Watch begin April 10, with 
the product set for release two 
weeks later.
It may not have had the same 
surprise value as the fi nal two Ap-
ple keynotes of 2014, but the fi rst 
event of 2015 still appeases the 
tech world’s insatiable appetite for 
anything Apple.
Solar Impulse takes off for global flight
BY YING LI
STAFF WRITER 
Th e Solar Impulse, a Swiss air-
craft that runs on solar energy as 
opposed to traditional jet fuel, re-
cently began its record-breaking 
trip to circumnavigate the globe. 
Th e aircraft is being fl own by Ber-
trand Piccard and co-piloted by 
Solar Impulse co-founder Andre 
Borschberg. Solar Impulse is not 
the fi rst solar-powered aircraft, but 
it is the fi rst one of its kind to fl y 
through the night with a pilot.
According to the Solar Impulse 
project’s website, solar aircraft de-
sign began in the 1970s when so-
lar cells became aff ordable in the 
market. Th e design for the proto-
type was introduced in November 
2007. Th e aircraft took off  for the 
fi rst time on Dec. 3, 2009, from 
Dubendorf air base in Switzerland. 
Th e fi rst test fl ight was held on 
April 7, 2010. 
Th e Solar Impulse 1, registered 
as HB-SIA, set the foundation for 
manned, overnight solar avia-
tion. Th e Solar Impulse 1 made 
the fi rst fl ight over night on July 8, 
2010, and made several fl ights over 
countries. In 2012, HB-SIA made 
its fi rst intercontinental fl ight from 
Switzerland to Morocco, landing 
once in Madrid. In 2013, it fl ew 
across the United States making 
fi ve stops. Once Solar Impulse 1 
was able to fl y across America, the 
pilots were ready to fl y across the 
world. Solar Impulse 2, registered 
as HB-SIB, was built to achieve 
this journey. 
Th e biggest challenge the pilots 
face is crossing the Pacifi c and the 
Atlantic oceans. Th e maximum 
speed of Solar Impulse 2 is 90 
kmph at sea level and up to 140 
kmph at maximum height. Th e 
pilots will spend up to six days 
and nights in fl ight. Before they 
begun their fl ight, the pilots were 
placed on a special diet and went 
self-hypnosis and meditation to 
maintain their concentrations. Ac-
cording to Th e New York Times, the 
aircraft, in theory, can fl y nonstop. 
However, the pilots cannot. “We 
have a sustainable airplane; now 
we have to build a sustainable pi-
lot,” said Borschberg 
According to BBC, the Solar Im-
pulse 2 is larger than the prototype. 
It contains over 17,000 solar cells 
that capture and store sunlight as 
opposed to the 12,000 cells in the 
prototype. However, when com-
pared to the fueled planes, Solar 
Impulses weigh a lot less even with 
all the solar batteries. Th e Solar 
Impulses only have one seat in the 
cockpit. Piccard and Borschberg 
have to trade piloting. Th e task of 
controlling the Solar Impulse 1 was 
not easy because there was no au-
topilot, hence requiring the pilots 
to constantly monitor the plane. 
Th e Solar Impulse 2 has an auto-
pilot that will detect anything that 
is not normal. Th e Solar Impulse 
2 has a wingspan of 72 meters yet 
only weights 2.3 tons 
Before the expedition began 
on March 9 of this year, the plane 
was disassembled in Switzerland 
and shipped to Abu Dhabi, from 
where it took off . Th e aircraft will 
complete 12 legs before returning 
to Abu Dhabi. Th ose interested in 
the progress of the trip can actu-
ally track the status of the craft, 
in real time, on Solar Impulse’s 
offi  cial website. 
After taking off  from Abu Dhabi, 
the plane fi rst stopped in Muscat, 
Oman. From there the team went 
on to journey to Ahmedabad and 
Varanasi in India. Th ey landed in 
Mandalay in Myanmar on March 
20. As reported by the BBC, the 
pilots were greeted with music 
and traditional dancers. Th e pilots 
had taken 12 days to complete fi ve 
legs. Th e next landing would be in 
Chongqing, China. Before leaving 
China, the team would make a stop 
in Nanjing, prior to starting the 
long fl ight across the Pacifi c Ocean 
and the International Date Line to 
Hawaii. Th e team is scheduled to 
make stops in Phoenix, New York 
and a few more locations in Eu-
rope and northern Africa before 
returning to Abu Dhabi. 
At each stop, the team prepares 
the plane for the next leg and in-
forms local and international com-
munities about clean technologies.
Languages focus on glee
BY SIBELY ANAN
FEATURES EDITOR 
An analysis of a cohesive collec-
tion of the most commonly used 
words across 10 diverse languages 
has shown that a majority of these 
languages have a strong positive 
bias, according to researchers at 
the University of Vermont. 
Th e languages studied were re-
garded as the most linguistically 
and culturally diverse in the world, 
according to the study published 
in Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences. From books 
to news outlets, social media to 
TV shows, music lyrics to movie 
subtitles, the data showed heavy 
reinforcement of an old idea about 
language called the Pollyanna hy-
pothesis. Th is hypothesis dictates 
that there is a universal tendency 
for humans to use positive lan-
guage more frequently than nega-
tive words for communication, as 
found by the University of Illinois 
in 1969. However, this hypothesis 
only works if words chosen truly 
refl ect the feelings of the user. 
Similarly, the Pollyanna prin-
ciple addresses the tendency of 
recalling pleasant items more ac-
curately than unpleasant ones. On 
a subconscious level, people are 
more likely to focus on the posi-
tive rather than the negative. Con-
sequently, their positive presence 
on the Internet will be bigger. Th e 
term comes from a 1913 novel of 
the same name about a girl who 
fi nds reasons to be happy within 
any given situation.
In 1991, a team of researchers 
from Ohio State University and 
Kansas State University found that 
undergraduate students recalled 
pleasant events more accurately. 
On another note, over time, the 
subjects were found to remember 
unpleasant memories as more 
pleasant than they actually were.
Researchers for the most re-
cent study analyzed English, 
Spanish, French, German, Portu-
guese, Korean, Chinese, Russian, 
Indonesian and Arabic. Of those, 
researchers took the top 10,000 
most commonly used words and 
asked native speakers of those 
languages to rate the happiness 
of those words on a scale of one 
to nine. Th e result of this experi-
ment showed that Spanish Google 
searches yielded the highest posi-
tivity bias, followed by Portuguese 
Google searches and Twitter con-
tent, and English Google books. 
Th ose at the bottom of the spec-
trum are Korean movie subtitles 
and Chinese Google books. 
To further study happiness 
and the way that the world reacts 
to events and occurrences in real 
time, the same researchers de-
signed a meter that tracked happi-
ness online, called the hedonom-
eter. Th e meter tracked Twitter 
posts and rated their happiness 
level, off ering a comprehensive 
way to look at the way people re-
acted on social media to events 
that eff ect entire nations. 
For example, according to Live 
Science, there were predictable 
dips found in happiness during 
the Charlie Hebdo shootings in 
France and sudden rises during 
the holiday season and New Year. 
Th e hedonometer is a powerful 
tool that can be utilized to indicate 
public opinion. 
“Our instrument passively 
measures emotions at the popula-
tion-scale,” said Christopher Dan-
forth, an author of the study and 
assistant professor of mathematics 
at the University of Vermont. 
“We don’t ever look at indi-
vidual people, or even individual 
messages. It provides a signal that 
can help policymakers make more 
informed decisions about the 
well-being of citizens.”
WWW.WIKIMEDIA.ORG
The Solar Impulse can fl y day and night due to its batteries and solar panels.
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Baruch loses fourth straight as Bearcats fall in home opener
BY PAUL JOH
STAFF WRITER 
After starting their fi rst nine 
games of the season on the road 
in the Gene Cusic Collegiate Clas-
sic, Baruch College’s baseball team 
returned to MCU Park for their 
home opener against the Pioneers 
of William Paterson University. Th e 
Pioneers outplayed the Bearcats 
throughout the game and handed 
the home team their seventh loss 
of the season, 10-6. In their fol-
lowing game, the Bearcats suff ered 
another narrow defeat at home to 
the Mariners of the U. S. Merchant 
Marine Academy. Each time the 
Mariners increased their lead, the 
Bearcats answered back and scored 
with a couple runs of their own. 
However, despite the Bearcats’ 
home fi eld advantage, the Mari-
ners edged out the Bearcats 11-8. 
Th e Bearcats were unable to secure 
a win in their fi rst two home games 
and must wait until their game 
against the College of Old Westbury 
if they want to secure their fi rst win 
of the season.
In the Bearcats’ home opener, 
the Pioneers started the game by 
scoring four runs in the fi rst inning 
and added another in the second 
before the Bearcats could even get 
on the scoreboard. In the bottom of 
the second inning, junior catcher 
Nicholas LaForgia and junior out-
fi elder Angel Tejeda each had a 
single and earned the Bearcats’ 
fi rst runs of the game. Senior catch-
er Eric Ulino homered to left fi eld, 
and the three runs helped close the 
Bearcats’ defi cit to two. Th e Pio-
neers shut-out the Bearcats and did 
not give up any more runs through-
out the rest of the inning. 
After a hitless inning for both 
teams in the third, Ulino had an-
other RBI in the fourth, and just 
when it seemed like the Pioneers 
had the Bearcats beat, the Bearcats 
scored four unanswered points 
and were down by only one. Tejeda 
scored on Ulino’s single RBI, but 
the Pioneers once again stopped 
the Bearcats from gaining mo-
mentum and prevented them from 
taking the lead. Th e Pioneers ex-
tended their lead with two runs in 
the fi fth and three runs in seventh 
while keeping the Bearcats hitless 
until the fi nal inning of the game. 
Senior infi elder Zachary Uher had 
a two-run homer for the Bearcats in 
the bottom of the ninth, but it was 
not enough for a comeback victory. 
Even though the Pioneers were 
ahead throughout the entire game, 
the Bearcats played with resilience 
and made every play count. 
Sophomore pitcher Matthew 
Fazio pitched just over six innings 
for the Bearcats and gave up nine 
hits on 29 at-bats. Paul Perez and 
Andrew Camarada played the re-
maining innings and gave up a total 
of two hits on nine at bats. 
On St. Patrick’s Day, the Bearcats 
returned to MCU Park to host the 
Mariners for their second home 
game of the season. Th e Mariners 
got out to a strong start and built a 
5-0 lead in the fi rst three innings. 
Th e Bearcats quickly replaced their 
starting pitcher Ryan Smith, and 
sophomore Dan Daley took the 
mound during the third inning. 
Daley allowed fi ve hits and three 
runs in four innings before junior 
Bogdan Leyton took over to fi nish 
the game.
Just like in their previous game, 
the Bearcats had an answer for 
the early blowout and responded 
with three consecutive runs. Th e 
Bearcats started their run in the 
bottom of the fi fth inning when the 
Mariners gave up two walks and al-
lowed the Bearcats to fi ll fi rst and 
second base. 
Junior outfi elder Matthew Bal-
lone was the third at bat in the in-
ning and singled through the left 
side, scoring junior shortstop Ar-
dian Selmani; Ballone scored the 
second run a couple of plays later 
after a single from sophomore in-
fi elder Jasdeep Buttar. Buttar 
scored the fi nal run of the inning 
after Tejeda singled to shortstop. 
Th e bases were loaded and the 
Bearcats had two outs, but Uher 
struck out and the Bearcats were 
unable to take advantage of the op-
portunity. Th e Mariners followed 
up the Bearcats’ brilliant eff ort with 
three runs of their own in the sixth 
inning and were back up by fi ve. 
In the bottom of the next inning, 
the Bearcats loaded the fi rst and 
second bases after a couple of wild 
pitches. Tejeda cleared the bases 
with a home run to center fi eld and 
tallied his third RBI of the game. In 
the fi nal inning each team scored 
three runs, and the game ended 
after freshman John Paul Cattaro 
was called out at second base for 
the Bearcats. 
Despite the hard fought battles, 
the Bearcats came up short both 
times and are now 3-8 just a quar-
ter of the way through the season. 
Th e Bearcats have been able to 
minimize the defi cit in their games 
but are still struggling to hold off  
their opponents from early blow-
outs. Th e team is currently third in 
the CUNYAC standings and must 
quickly address their problems 
if they want to make another ap-
pearance at the championships 
this season.
BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION
After hitting two home runs against William Paterson, Eric Ulino tallied his 10th home run of the season.
BY PAUL JOH
STAFF WRITER
After having their games 
against Purchase College and the 
John Jay College of Criminal Jus-
tice postponed due to inclement 
conditions, Baruch College men’s 
tennis team was fi nally able to play 
its fi rst game of the season against 
the CCNY Beavers. 
Th e Bearcats are returning as 
the defending CUNYAC cham-
pions and had high expectations 
coming into the season; last year’s 
championship marked their eighth 
title in 10 seasons. Th e Bearcats 
have been an unstoppable force in 
the CUNYAC division as they have 
been undefeated against teams 
within their conference in the past 
four years. Against the Beavers, the 
Bearcats cruised to a 9-0 sweep 
and grabbed their fi rst victory in 
a dominant fashion. However, in 
their following game against Ye-
shiva University, the Maccabees 
gave the Bearcats a taste of their 
own medicine and handed Baruch 
their fi rst loss of the season.
Despite playing their fi rst game 
on the road, the Bearcats picked 
up right where they had left off 
from last season and won all six 
singles and three doubles matches 
without skipping a beat. Sopho-
mores Jonathan Selegean and 
David Alabo were some of the fa-
miliar faces returning for Baruch 
after having incredible rookie sea-
sons. Selegean, the reigning 2014 
CUNYAC Rookie of the Year and 
Preseason Player of the Year Hon-
orable Mention, opened the sea-
son with a series of back-to-back 
victories 6-0, 6-1. Alabo also had 
success in the season opener with 
6-1, 6-4 victories. 
Senior Allen Meyerovich re-
turned for his third season as a 
Bearcat and shut out his opponent 
by taking both his sets 6-0. Junior 
Samuel Hajibai, another veteran, 
also returned for his third season 
and took two sets 6-3, 6-1 to record 
his fi rst win of the season. 
Some of the team’s newcomers 
included junior Dardan Sopjani 
and sophomore Arthur Rentzler. 
Sopjani and Rentzler have been 
playing tennis for over a decade, 
and their experience adds more 
depth to the young team. Th e 
rookies had a solid season debut 
as they each took both of their 
sets 6-0. 
In the doubles competition, 
Selegean and Rentzler teamed up 
to defeat the Beavers 8-0; Sopjani 
and Meyerovich also swept their 
opponents for an easy victory. Ha-
jibai and Alabo helped complete 
the Bearcats sweep the Beavers by 
taking their opponents 8-3.
On the following Tuesday, the 
Bearcats faced a tougher chal-
lenge against the Maccabees. In 
singles play, Bearcats lost all six of 
their matches. After falling 6-1 in 
the fi rst set, Selegean responded 
by tying the second set 6-6 and 
then fell 7-4 in the tiebreaker. Th e 
Bearcats were unable to stop the 
home team’s hot hand in the rest 
of the singles matches, and the 
Maccabees used their momentum 
to defeat the Bearcats in all three 
doubles matches. 
After the fi rst two games of the 
season, the Bearcats have split 
their record 1-1. Th e Bearcats have 
three more road games ahead of 
them before their fi rst home game 
against Brooklyn College, but the 
young team has shown a lot of po-
tential to start the season.
BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION
Sophomore Michael Markin looks to have another stellar season after winning the 
2014 CUNYAC Championship with the Bearcats in his freshman year.
Baruch splits road games to start season
Th e New York City Football Club 
was introduced as Major League 
Soccer’s 20th franchise on May 
21, 2013. MLS Commissioner Don 
Garber was tasked with expanding 
the league’s viewership and saw 
New York as a bold opportunity. 
Th e same Abu Dhabi-based con-
glomerate which owns Manchester 
City, one of the wealthiest teams 
in the world, owns 80 percent of 
the club. Th e remaining 20 per-
cent stake belongs to the Yankees 
Global Enterprises LLC, who will 
lend their stadium to N.Y.C.F.C. for 
scheduled home matches.
Th e New York Red Bulls were 
charter members of MLS dat-
ing back to 1996. Th e team was 
spawned from budding interest in 
soccer after the 1994 FIFA World 
Cup gathered record crowds across 
the United States. Playing in New 
Jersey limits the scope of the Red 
Bulls infl uence to the dank suburbs 
of East Rutherford. 
While it does not curb the en-
thusiasm of New York Giants and 
Jets fans, football fandom is em-
bedded in American culture thanks 
to generations of families reserving 
Sunday afternoons for praying at 
the altar that is the NFL.
Th e voices airing concern about 
the brutality of football bringing 
about both physical and mental 
trauma in the latter stages of an 
athlete’s life have grown louder 
this past decade. Studies depicting 
dramatic brain damage coupled 
with many retired players citing 
football as the source of the nag-
ging pain dealt with on a daily basis 
forced the hands of parents around 
the country to demand changes in 
youth football, including an out-
right ban of tackling under the age 
of 14.
In soccer, the objective is to ad-
vance the ball into the opponent’s 
territory while keeping it out of your 
own. Th e key to soccer’s rise in sup-
port is the fl uid nature of the game 
allowing players to freely maneuver 
around the pitch and escape con-
tact. Football players must stand 
inches from one another as they 
collide and land blows in a struggle 
for fi eld position. Th e juxtaposition 
of the two and the passion U.S. fans 
displayed during the 2010 and 2014 
World Cups have brought soccer to 
the forefront not only in America, 
but specifi cally New York.
N.Y.C.F.C. fared well in their 
inaugural fi xture on their maiden 
voyage, netting a 1-1 draw against 
fellow newcomers to the MLS, Or-
lando City Soccer Club. Th e Citrus 
Bowl contained over 60,000 Or-
lando supporters for their debut, 
a challenging environment for the 
boys in blue. 
New York fi red eight shots with 
just one being on target. Th at one 
was the diff erence maker as Mix 
Diskerud curled the ball around 
the keeper in the 76’ minute, scor-
ing the fi rst goal in club history. 
Brazilian wonder-striker Kaka con-
nected the equalizer in the wind-
ing minutes of the bout, with the 
ball ricocheting off  a New York de-
fender into the net. Nearly escap-
ing a raucous venue with a victory 
was an encouraging sign for the 
team as they approached their own 
home opener.
Questions of the fi eld’s readi-
ness to host a soccer match lin-
gered as did of the expected crowd. 
An estimated 43,000 ticket hold-
ers showed at Yankee Stadium on 
a chilly March evening. Still, the 
home supporters seemed disjoint-
ed at fi rst, with unsynchronized 
chants and even letting the section 
of New England Revolution fans 
sonically overpower them during 
the opening minutes of the contest. 
With each opportunity squan-
dered by New England, the fans let 
out a collective sigh of relief. Frus-
tration mounted as City too had 
chances at goal. 
Legendary Spanish forward Da-
vid Villa intricately positioned the 
ball leaving Adam Nemec alone 
with just the goalkeeper to beat, 
yet he aimed directly at Revolution 
goalie Bobby Shuttleworth, who 
caught the ball with ease in the 
fi fth minute. 
David Villa would not be de-
nied. Th e captain carried the 
weight of the city on his shoulders 
and each time he touched the ball, 
the fans anticipated greatness. 
Nineteen minutes in, he glided be-
tween defenders near the left cor-
ner, received a beautiful touch pass 
from Ned Grabavoy and struck the 
ball into the back of the net, caus-
ing hysteria in the Bronx. Th e un-
questioned leader of the club had 
brought his team, New York’s team, 
closer to their fi rst win. 
On the other end, New York 
keeper Josh Saunders put on a clin-
ical performance with dashes of 
luck sprinkled in. He was assisted 
by errant shots from the Rev’s at-
tackers, with attempts sailing wide 
of the goal. In the 42’ minute, Saun-
ders displayed his acute refl exes. 
Juan Agudelo of New England set 
a blistering header toward goal at 
point-blank range. 
Even so, the 34 year-old swiftly 
defl ected the shot and corralled the 
ball before it crossed the goal-line. 
City headed into halftime up 1-0 
and did not look back.
Khiry Shelton provided a boost 
of energy to N.Y.C.F.C. subbing in 
at the 66’ minute. Seconds later, 
he was able to comfortably sprint 
past the defensive line, coercing a 
wild tackle and forcing a red card 
on Jose Goncalves, leaving New 
England with 10 men. 
New York’s barrage of shots 
broke through once more with 84’ 
minute substitute Patrick Mul-
lins netting the second goal of the 
night on his fi rst touch of the ball. 
Villa outran his defender, timed his 
dribble perfectly and sent a cross to 
Mullins for a tap-in.
Th e high level of execution ex-
hibited in the Bronx did well to gal-
vanize and satiate New York soccer 
fans for the time being. Impromptu 
chanting, live music and dancing 
fi lled the streets after the 2-0 tri-
umph. With stadium uncertainty 
and the absence of English foot-
balling star Frank Lampard loom-
ing around N.Y.C.F.C. it is up to the 
stars on the pitch to ensure this ini-
tial spark will not fi zzle. 
Most reigning NBA champions 
travel through the next season with 
a target on their backs and attract 
attention from around the league. 
Th is has not been the case this year 
with the reigning champion, the 
San Antonio Spurs. 
Th e Spurs have for the most part 
gone through this season quietly. 
Th ey do not receive much media 
attention, currently sit in the sixth 
seed in the Western Conference, 
and their most notable players 
are past-their-prime stars such 
as Tim Duncan, Tony Parker and 
Manu Ginobili. 
In the beginning of the season, 
the Spurs did not seem to have 
the same fl uidity and chemistry 
that brought them to champion-
ship glory last June. However, with 
only a month left of the season, 
the Spurs seem to be on a roll that 
could lead them deep through the 
playoff s. Some people doubt their 
talent level, as their highest scorer 
is Kawhi Leonard, who averages 
15.8 points per game.  
Th e Western Conference is 
also stacked with championship 
caliber teams, which makes the 
road to the NBA Finals in the West 
immensely diffi  cult. 
Despite all of this, the Spurs 
deserve a lot of attention within 
the Western Conference playoff 
race. First off , one of the most im-
portant qualities to have in the 
playoff s is experience, and San An-
tonio has tons of it. Th is is a team 
that has been to the playoff s for 17 
straight seasons and won fi ve NBA 
titles over that span, and has had 
the same coach, Gregg Popovich, 
throughout this period. 
Th e Spurs thrive on continuity. 
If you are playing for Popovich’s 
Spurs, there is a certain level of 
excellence that is expected of you. 
Th is level of excellence is spear-
headed by their veterans, which is 
why the midseason turnaround of 
point guard Parker has been huge 
for the Spurs. 
Parker has been one of the top 
point guards in the NBA over the 
past decade; however, he was not 
playing like it for a large part of the 
season. Parker was showing signs 
at the beginning of the season that 
perhaps signaled the beginning 
his decline.  
However, Parker has erased that 
thought from everyone’s heads. 
In the month of March, Parker 
has averaged 23 points per game, 
5.9 assists per game and 1.4 steals 
per game. 
Th ese numbers are much high-
er than his season averages of 15.0 
points, 5.0 assists and 0.7 steals 
per game. Th e Spurs are 5-2 in the 
month of March. 
Th ey suff ered a heartbreaking 
overtime loss at the hands of Ky-
rie Irving, LeBron James and the 
Cleveland Cavaliers. Th eir second 
loss came against the worst team 
in the NBA, the New York Knicks 
Another reason the Spurs should 
be feared in the playoff s is be-
cause of their future hall of fame 
coach, Popovich.  
Popovich has one of the savvi-
est minds in the NBA, and one of 
his trademark moves is to bench 
his older starting players in order 
to rest them. Th is may be a reason 
why their record is not as good as it 
could possibly be.  
Popovich will also play his older 
guys in fewer minutes in order to 
preserve them for the long haul. 
Duncan and Parker each average 
around 30 minutes a game, while 
Ginobili hovers around 23 minutes 
per game. 
Th is of course will change once 
playoff  time comes. Th ese have 
been Popovich’s trusted guys for 
the greater part of a decade, and 
it would be rather shocking to see 
him go elsewhere. 
Th e perfect example would be 
last year during game six of the 
Western Conference fi nals. Th e last 
shot for the Spurs was not given to 
Leonard, but instead the ball end-
ed up in the hands of Duncan, who 
delivered with a made bucket from 
the low post. 
We may see Leonard get the 
ball more in crunch time during 
this post season, but even so, he is 
still the reigning NBA Finals MVP 
and has come up big before for 
the Spurs.  
Th ere might also be a sense of 
nostalgia on this Spurs team once 
playoff  time comes. Many thought 
that last year had a chance of being 
the last ride of Duncan and Popov-
ich’s career, especially when Popo-
vich made remarks earlier that sea-
son claiming that he would retire 
when Duncan did. 
Well, the crew is back this year, 
but beyond that is uncertain; may-
be the feeling of fi nality will propel 
the Spurs deep into the playoff s. All 
in all, despite having one of their 
poorer seasons in recent memory, 
which is not saying much given 
their remarkable success, the Spurs 
may be one of the most dangerous 
teams in the playoff s.  
Th is is a team of championship 
pedigree, through and through. It 
would be a shock if they just rolled 
over in the postseason.
San Antonio’s struggles leave questions for defending champs
WWW.MIRROR.CO.UK
David Villa (right) and Mix Diskerud each scored goals in the fi rst two games for the New York City Football Club.
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ROB WEISSMAN
Villa and Diskerud shine in debut for NYCFC’s inaugural season




NCAA plunges into March Madness
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The South is the region of off ensive fi repow-er. According to KenPom, the South has 
four of the top eight most effi  cient off enses in 
the country.
It starts with the No. 1 seed, Duke. Few 
teams in the country have played as well as 
Duke for the past fi ve weeks, and many col-
lege basketball enthusiasts are looking for-
ward to the “Bleed Blue” showdown between 
Duke and Kentucy. Th e Blue Devils have the 
requisite stellar backcourt needed to make 
a championship run, with Quinn Cook and 
Tyus Jones. Center Jakhill Okafor will be one 
of the fi rst two players taken in the NBA draft. 
Sure Kentucky is deeper, but there is no 
more talented trio in college basketball than 
the one of Cook, Jones, and Okafor. Duke’s 
biggest competition is not No. 2 seed, Gon-
zaga, but either No. 5 seed Utah or No. 7 seed 
Iowa. It is hard to have any faith in Gonzaga 
as the Bulldogs have not reached the Sweet 16 
since 2009. Th ey are a program built around 
living beyond the arc, even though it is the 
one of the nation’s best three-point shooting 
teams, it does not appear exponentially bet-
ter than hot shooting Gonzaga teams of past 
years.  
Th e team that could very well potentially 
end Gonzaga’s run is Iowa. Led by the All-Big 
10 forward, Aaron “Ginja Ninja” White who 
has been on a tear in recent games by going 
for more than 20 points in six straight games, 
the Hawkeyes are big and skilled enough to 
match up well against Gonzaga in the round 
of 32. Another player to watch is senior Delon 
Wright of Utah. He is one of the most well-
rounded and dynamic guards in college bas-
ketball. He not only leads the team in points 
with 14.7 and assists of 5.3 per game but he 
has one of the nation’s best fi eld goal percent-
ages and assist-to-turnover ratios.
Th ere were pools of tears shed in the South 
region on opening day of the NCAA tourna-
ment. Some were of heartbreak, others were of 
triumph. No. 6 SMU suff ered a heart-wrench-
ing ending against No. 11 UCLA after a con-
troversial goaltending call on a shot by UCLA’s 
Bryce Alford that gave the Bruins a 60-59 lead 
to win the game.
Th e third seed, Iowa State and their star 
Georges Niang marched into the tourna-
ment with the bravado of winning the Big 12 
Tournament. Against the No. 14 University of 
Alabama-Birmingham, Iowa State jumped out 
to an early lead with their high-octane off ense, 
and Niang showed why he is one of most ver-
satile and talented players in the tournament.
However, toward the end of the fi rst half, 
Niang began to go through a dry spell, and 
UAB started to chip away at the Iowa State 
lead. In the second half, UAB’s defense did 
not bend, and the two teams traded leads to 
the end. In those fi nal crucial moments, UAB 
freshman William Lee was their savior as he 
made pivotal plays on both ends of the fl oor to 
give UAB their stunning upset. 
If any team is capable of putting an end to Kentucky’s historic run, it lies in the West. 
Th e Wisconsin Badgers, led by Frank “Th e 
Tank” Kaminsky, return with most of last year’s 
team, and players have vengeance on their 
minds as they were only an Aaron Harrison 
miss away from reaching the championship 
game. Th ey are also the team best equipped to 
hand John Calipari’s Wildcats a loss. 
Th e Badgers have one of the nation’s most 
balanced and effi  cient attacks as nearly every 
player on the roster is capable of spotting up 
from anywhere on the court. However, the 
key to their potent attack begins and ends 
with Kaminsky. As a seven-footer with three-
point range and a nifty array of post moves, 
Th e Tank is a matchup problem for any team 
he faces. By his side is Sam Dekker, a rangy, 
athletic forward not only capable of knock-
ing down the long-ball but is also able to 
drive into the lane with force. Despite their 
spectacular off ense, the Badgers are also 
playing a great brand of team defense. As 
one of the lowest fouling teams in the na-
tion, Wisconsin is able to corral opposing of-
fenses to the baselines for contested shots and 
shoddy passing lanes. With Bo Ryan at the 
helm, the Badgers are certainly disciplined 
enough to get through the Kentucky Wild-
cats and contend for a championship. Not if 
the Arizona Wildcats have anything to say 
about it, though. 
As one of the most physically intimidat-
ing teams in the nation, the Wildcats can im-
pose their will against virtually anyone. Th ey 
thrive on a frenetic defensive scheme to fuel 
their hard-hitting fast breaks, although when 
they are incapable of running through the 
court, they have a few players capable of cre-
ating their own shots. At the top of that list is 
freshman star Stanley Johnson, a bruising, 
6-foot-7-inch forward. Blessed with an NBA-
ready body and killer instinct, Johnson is a big 
shot taker and capable of propelling his Wild-
cats past anyone, regardless of the situation. 
Arizona’s biggest weakness lies in Johnson or 
other players on the team forgetting to move 
the ball. Th eir off ense tends to stagnate, and 
an isolation-heavy off ense is not feasible in 
the tournament.
Th e top two seeds are not invincible, 
though. North Carolina’s Tar Heels are one 
of the best rebounding teams in the nation, 
and their sharp-shooting point guard, Mar-
cus Paige, can shoot his team into any game. 
Th e Ohio State Buckeyes are similar, though 
their strength lies in their great defense. Ad-
ditionally, their freshman superstar point 
guard, D’Angelo Russell is a better all-around 
player than Paige. With a buttery smooth 
shooting stroke and bevy of dribble moves, 
Russell can wreak havoc from any given spot 
on the court. 
Despite the seeding, no team is safe in the 
West, as is the tradition for March Madness. 
Th ere are more outstanding individual per-
formers in this region than any of the other 
three, so a heroic performance is always a pos-
sibility. Russell’s 28-point performance that 
elevated Ohio State over VCU is just the start. 
Do not be surprised if even gaudier headlines 
appear over the next few days.
T
heir screams are heard across the nation. Their collective stomping is powerful enough to move entire stadiums. It is offi  cially the best time of the year: March Madness, America’s 
couple of weeks devoted to chaos on a hardwood court. Cinderella runs and upsets abound, millions of people across the country tune in with hungry eyes, hoping and praying 





The East region is loaded top to bottom with great players and dangerous teams, and it 
should be a wild scramble to the Final Four.
No. 1 seed Villanova is peaking at the right 
time. After demolishing opponents through 
the Big East tournament, they have steam-
rolled into the big dance riding a 15-game 
winning streak. Th e Wildcats feature a bal-
anced, cohesive and effi  cient off ense that cre-
ates matchup nightmares by deploying four-
guards who are great decision-makers, smart 
slashers and reliable shooters.
Villanova has been paired with the stron-
gest No. 2 seed in the tournament, University 
of Virginia. With only three losses all season, 
Virginia was a team many thought deserved a 
No. 1 seed. 
All season, Virginia grinded their oppo-
nents into submission by forcing them to 
play slow and methodical basketball and by 
having their big three of Malcom Brogdon, 
Anthony Gill and Justin Anderson beat teams 
in the half court. If he is able to return to 
peak form, Anderson’s combination of ath-
leticism and skill can carry Viriginia into the 
Final Four
No program has a better 1-2 punch than 
No. 6 Providence’s Kris Dunn and LaDontae 
Henton. Dunn is a skilled fl oor general, and 
he is one of the best players in the region. He 
is not only unstoppable driving to the basket 
but is also a wizard of a passer. He led the Big 
East in scoring at 19.7 points and is a fi nalist 
for the Julius Erving Award. When you have 
two players like that, they can take you far in 
the tournament. 
Although there is a lot of hype for Louis-
ville’s Montrezl Harrell, who will certainly be 
a lottery pick in the upcoming draft, there are 
many talented players in the East that casual 
fans are not aware of. One of them is Buddy 
Hield of Oklahoma. Th e Big 12 Player of the 
Year, Hield has blossomed into a lethal shoot-
er. After scoring in double fi gures in 17-of-18 
conference games, he has led the Big 12 in 
scoring and three-pointers. 
Th en there is All-American and Wooden 
Award fi nalist Seth “King Tut” Tuttle of Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa is one of the most 
well-rounded players in the nation. He can 
stroke it from anywhere on the court, and he 
boasts a 64.9 two-point shooting percentage 
and a 42.9 three-point shooting. No player 
means more to their team in this region than 
Tuttle to UNI, as he leads the team in points, 
rebounds, assists and blocks.
Although there might be plenty of NBA tal-
ent in the East region, no one is bigger than 
7-foot-6-inch UC Irvine sophomore Mama-
dou Ndiaye, the nation’s tallest Division I col-
lege basketball player. With fellow 7-footer, 
Ioannis Dimakopoulos, Ndiaye could create 
problems in the interior for any team.
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The Midwest region is the No. 1 ranked re-gion, and it contains the No. 1-seed Ken-
tucky. Th e Wildcats fi nished perfect with a 
record of 35-0, the fi rst time a team under 
John Calipari has fi nished undefeated. Th e 
Wildcats had the second-best recruiting class 
which included Karl-Anthony Towns and sec-
ond leading scorer on the team, Devin Booker, 
putting together a class that included nine 
McDonalds’ All-Americans. 
Can this band of mostly freshmen along 
with retuning players like NBA prospect Wil-
lie Cauley-Stein get this team back to the title 
game for the second straight year and give 
their coach his second national title? Th is 
team understands they cannot underesti-
mate their opponent in the fi rst round and 
look past them. 
Since 2010, a team seeded four or lower 
has made a run to make it to the fi nal four, the 
most recent being the UConn Huskies, who 
won it all last year. 
Th e Butler Bulldogs, who are also part 
of the same region, went to the title game 
two years in a row. A team to look out for in 
the Midwest region is the Maryland Terra-
pins, who are looking to make the most out 
of their fi rst appearance in the tournament 
since 2010. 
Th e fourth-seeded Terps are led by fresh-
man guard and high school All-American 
Melo Trimble, who averaged 16.3 PPG, along 
with senior guard/forward Dez Wells, who 
had his best season statistically as a Terp in 
points (15.4), rebounds (5.4) and shooting 
.500 from behind the arc. 
Trimble will be looking to surpass Mary-
land alumni and former No. 1 overall pick 
Joe Smith’s freshman record of 582 points, as 
Trimble sits at 539, a tournament run will be 
needed to achieve the feat. Th e Terps have 
not won a national title since 2002, when they 
went on to defeat UConn.
Potential lottery pick and Kansas freshman 
guard Kelly Oubre Jr. is a player to watch as his 
stock can rise or fall depending on how well 
his team plays in the tournament. 
Another player to keep an eye on is senior 
Notre Dame guard Jerian Grant. Grant has 
emerged as a talent for a school not known 
for its hoops and helped the school win its 
fi rst ACC tournament crown this year. Th e 
ACC tournament MVP and All-American will 
look to raise his draft stock and try to propel 
Notre Dame into its fi rst fi nal four appearance 
 since 1978.
One of the biggest shockers in the fi rst 
round came in Purdue’s loss to Cincinnati. 
Purdue led by seven with 48.5 seconds to play, 
but after a series of missteps, the Boilermak-
ers found themselves without a lead and the 
game went to overtime. 
During overtime, the two teams went back 
and forth, but Cincinnati guard Troy Caupain 
sealed the deal after his thrilling buzzer beater 
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VAULT
As a Baruch College student, you have access to a powerful career tool called Vault. Vault is a career platform 
that helps students, employers and others to gain easy access to information about experiences, salaries and 
companies/industries of interest. 
Once log in to Vault, you will be able to search job openings and research companies, schools or industries to 
get the inside scoop on what it really is like to work in a particular setting. This information will help you to decide 
how best to position yourself when applying to a company and could ultimately help you to land the job. To ac-
cess Vault, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/careers, log into Starr Search, and search for Vault.
What is the biggest resume mistake? One that can be seen from an arm’s length away is poor 
formatting. If you do not use a format that is appropriate for your fi eld, employers may decide not 
to read your resume closely. Visit Starr for a resume guide, workshop or resume review.
@BaruchSCDC




USING LINKEDIN FOR YOUR JOB SEARCH
March 25 I 1-2:30 p.m. I VC 2-190
Learn how to utilize the job and internship bank on LinkedIn and 
successfully navigate this social media platform.
MASTERING THE JOB INTERVIEW  ADVANCED
March 26 I 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. I VC 2-190
This workshop provides intensive training in the second interview/site 
interview, group interviews and behavioral questions.
CAREER WEEKS: MARKETING & ADVERTISING PANEL
March 26 I 12:30-2:30 p.m. I VC 14-270
Join us for a conversation with marketing professionals and gain 
insights on how you can succeed in this industry.
SUIT UP FOR SUCCESS
March 31 I 12:30-4:30 p.m. I VC 2-190
Come beef up your professional wardrobe and purchase business attire 
at extremely low prices. All proceeds go to Relay for Life.
For a full listing of events and to RSVP, go to Starr Search.
*Off -campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar
A look ahead to the CUNY Big Apple Job and Internship Fair
THEME: FAMOUS TRIOS
ACROSS
1. “_____ End,” retailer
6. Down Under bird
9. Obscenity
13. Hang around for
14. Bamboozle





19. *___, Jose and Luciano
21. *Athos, Porthos and __
23. Bit of binary code
24. Again
25. Public health approver
28. To approve in writing
30. African tree
35. Hurts
37. Kind of bean
39. *Churchill, Roosevelt and 
Stalin meeting spot
40. Genealogist’s work
41. Sign of cancer?
43. Unit of pressure named 
after Torricelli
44. Wife of Abraham
46. Muscle quality
47. ____-fry
48. Type of tax
50. *They offi  ciated LeBron, 
Wade and Bosh’s games
52. “I __ with my naked eye”
SUMMER 2015 INTERNSHIP
The New York City Housing 
Authority’s mission is to increase 
opportunities for low- and mod-
erate-income New Yorkers by 
providing safe, aff ordable hous-
ing and facilitating access to 
social and community services. 
More than 400,000 New York-
ers reside in NYCHA’s 334 public 
housing developments in the fi ve 
boroughs and another 235,000 
receive subsidized rental assis-
tance in private homes through 
the Section 8 Leased Housing 
Program. Their Leased Housing 
Department is seeking an in-
tern to assist the central offi  ce/
centralized inspections.
Responsibilities include re-
searching case information using 
the department’s computer sys-
tem, validating information, scan-
ning and uploading documents, 
and performing duties as as-
signed. Applicants are expected 
to have solid organizational and 
analytical skills; ability to work 
under stringent deadlines, man-
age multiple assignments and 
handle sensitive information; and 
profi ciency in Microsoft Offi  ce.
To learn more and apply, log 
into STARR Search (Job ID 75057).
NYC Housing Authority (Paid)
53. Test choice
55. Denouement
57. *The Good, ___ ___ 
and the Ugly
60. *Chico, Harpo and ____
64. Skyward
65. Female forest ruminant
67. Continental divide
68. Recorded
69. “_ he drove out of sight”
70. Piquant
71. “Joannie Loves Chachi” 
actress
72. *___, blue and yellow




3. *Employer of Neil 
Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and 
Michael Collins
4. *The Bee Gees’ most 
popular genre
5. Beer garden mugs
6. Reverberated sound
7. *___, Curly and Larry
8. Unnerve
9. One who makes deceitful 
pretenses
10. *Gaspar, Balthasar and 
Melchior
11. Luau strings, pl.
12. Craggy peak
15. Marine trade route
20. Of or relating to deism
22. Johnny ___, nickname 
for a Confederate
24. Twisted Sister: “We’re not 
gonna take it _______”
25. *___, Stinky and Stretch
26. English physicist who 
studied quantum mechanics
27. Make aware
29. Caused by defects in uric 
acid metabolism
31. Cereals or grains
32. Ink stains
33. A vacation or _ ____




42. Send to a specialist, e.g.




54. Bovine milk dispenser














SOFTBALL: BARUCH COLLEGE VS. BROOKLYN COLLEGE*
3 p.m. | Randall’s Island, Field No. 35 | Free
PITY THE BILLIONAIRE*
3:30-5 p.m. | Brooklyn College| Free 
MON
23
10TH ANNUAL KOSSOFF LECTURE FEATURING HENRY KRAVIS
1-2:30 p.m. | VC 14-220 | Free | Registration required
READING AND CONVERSATION WITH ELIF BATUMAN
5-7:30 p.m. | 151 E. 25th St., Rooms 750 and 760 | Free
TUES
24
2015 BUSINESS ASSISTANCE FORUM
8-11 a.m. | 151 E. 25th St., Rooms 750 and 760 | Free | Registration required
EDWARD BERNAYS AND THE CENTURY OF THE SELFIE
6-8 p.m. | 151 E. 25th St., Rooms 750 and 760 | Free | Registration required
WED
25
THE ETHICS OF COMPASSION
Noon-2:15 p.m. | 151 E. 25th St., Rooms 750 and 760 | Registration required
ENCOMPASS NEW OPERA THEATRE PRESENTS: “PARADIGM SHIFTS”
7 p.m. | VC, Engelman Recital Hall | $25/$35
THURS
26
SMALL WORKS BARUCH: JURIED SHOW WINNERS
Noon-5 p.m. | Sidney Mishkin Gallery | Free
WOMEN OF COLOR PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP
12:30-2:30 p.m. | 151 E. 25th St., Room 130 | Free
FRI
27
NATIONAL BLACK WRITERS CONFERENCE BIENNIAL SYMPOSIUM*
10 a.m.-6 p.m. | Medgar Evers College | $10
WINDOWS OF INSPIRATION*
Noon-5 p.m. | Queensborough Commmunity College | Free
SAT
28
“SPRING POSIES” WITH THE LEHMAN COLLEGE COMMUNITY BAND*
2-4 p.m. | Lehman College | Free
CUNY FILM FESTIVAL SCREENING AND AWARDS CEREMONY*




TIP OF THE WEEK
Internship Cafe Peer Corner
Upcoming Events
Baruch Weekly




Would you like to learn more 
about a specifi c industry, career or 
organization? Come to the CUNY 
Big Apple Job and Internship Fair 
on Friday, April 17, where you can 
acquire knowledge and insight 
from experienced professionals. The 
event will take place from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the River Pavilion and 
Galleria, Jacob Javits Center, Man-
hattan. The CUNY Big Apple Fair is 
an annual event hosted by CUNY for 
students graduating this year, cur-
rent students applying for intern-
ships, and for recent CUNY gradu-
ates. The information on participat-
ing employers and the recruiting 
positions will be posted on the 
CUNY website by March 30, 2015. 
In the meantime, here are some 
important steps you should take 
to prepare: 
1. Come by the Starr Career Devel-
opment Center to update your 
resume. You can get your re-
sume reviewed during walk-ins 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. and 
Thursdays between 3 p.m. and 7 
p.m. as well as during the center’s 
upcoming Resume Rush event on 
Tuesday, April 14, from 12:30 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.
2. Print several copies of your re-
sume and rehearse your “person-
al pitch,” the 30-second to one-
minute introduction you give 
employers regarding your career 
interests and experiences.
3. Dress in appropriate business at-
tire to receive admission. For men, 
a tie, suit, sports jacket and slacks 
are required; women should 
wear a suit/dress or skirt and 
jacket. If your business wardrobe 
needs updating, swing by Suit 
Up for Success (Tuesday, March 
31, from 12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
VC 2-190), where you can get 
very aff ordable business attire in 
good condition.
